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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 

such persons as may be willing 
Saltway Material. 1. Brass boiler tubes. 

2. Copper firebox plates. 
3. Volute and spiral springs. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
Tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, 25th September, 1900, after which time no Tender will 


be received. 


CANADA. 


The fullowing were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
on trade received at the Canadian Government 
en. to Trad Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
s € information may be obtained. 
A 
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Home Enquiries.—A firm of flag and bunting makers ask for the 
name of a likely firm to take up the agency in Canada for the 
wholesale sale of bunting, flags, &c. 

The makers and manufacturers of specialities suitable for shirt- 
makers, such as collars, cuffs, union and cotton interlining, &c., 
desire to get direct correspondence with good Canadian factories 
and firms open to do business. 

Foreign Enquiries——A merchant in Copenhagen who is desirous 
of working up a regular trade in Canadian salmon, wishes to hear 
from exporters of Canadian salmon, “ Labrador,” white bright, or 
red sweet salted, in barrels of 300 lbs. net, the fish to be whole and 
weighing not less than 24 kilogrammes each. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of which Section 
further particulars may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—An Irish firm asks for names of Canadian 
houses prepared to fill orders for cloth boards. 

A produce broker in Cardiff would like to hear from Canadian 
manufacturers of starch, &c., wishing to be represented for South 
Wales and West of England. 

A Midlands house is prepared to hear from Canadian shippers of 
lead, iron, and other ores. 

An English manufacturer of brushes is open to purchase horse- 
hair drafts prepared for brushmakers, up to 18 inches. 

Foreign Enquiries——A firm in Elberfeld, Germany, asks for 
names of Canadian manufacturers of hammer, shovel, and other 
wood handles. 

A firm of importers in Géteberg, Sweden, possessing spacious 
showrooms in good locality, wish to hear from Canadian firms 
desirous of opening up trade with Sweden in the following 
articles :—Flour, meal, grain, dried apples, canned meats, salmon, 
lobsters, and vegetables ; leather, oilcake, &c. 


RUSSIA. 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office, from 
: H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg, to the 
—— effect that full particulars concerning a scheme 
for the drainage of St. Petersburg, and con- 
St. Petersburg. ditions for competing for plans ‘under it, may 
be obtained by written application to Mr. Michael Petrovitch 
Feodosieff, the member of the Town Council of St. Petersburg 
charged with the scheme in question. 
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SPAIN. 


The Municipality of Fuentevejuna publishes a notice in the 
. “Madrid Gazette” of the 10th inst., invitin 

Tenders for the lighting of that town 

. ting. electricity. Particulars as to the conditions on 
which the concession will be granted are contained in the Gazette 
referred to, which may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, any 
day between 10 a.m. and 5p.m. The adjudication will take place on 
the expiration of 30 days from the date of publication of the notice. 


ITALY. 


The British Vice-Consul at Bari reports that that town is quite 
Openings for conspicuous for the amount of business done all 
erieih dn ital the year round, more particularly from August 
ond Senta until March, and commercial activity is at its 
: height from September till December, when 
considerable sums change hands daily ; but, for all that, there are 
only two banks of issue (Banca d’Italia and Banco di Napoli) there, 
and these are not in a position fully to meet the requirements of 
the commercial community, because of the want of floating funds, 
the bulk of the capital being invested in mortgages. British 
capital would, therefore, probably find remunerative employment 
in a banking enterprise. 

Being the capital of a rich agricultural province, and enjoying 
the privileges of a seaport, Bari is offering all requisites for indus- 
trial undertakings, such as manufactories of oil from aniseed, 
almonds, &c., and of mustard. 

The attention of British trade is called to the fact that cheap 
cutlery, hardware, and agricultural implements are likely to meet 
with a ready sale at Bari. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,524.) 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
. from H.M. Consul at Naples, stating that 

sy hg Sao Tenders are invited by the Naval Adminis- 
tration, not later than the 2nd October next, 

at noon, for the supply of various descriptions of tin and pine 

wood. 

_ Such particalars as have been received may be examined on 

personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 

Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


A2 
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EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of 3rd inst., announces that 
Tenders will be received at the Financial 


orator Secretary’s Office, Cairo, before 12 noon, on 
on orton 10th October, 1900, for the supply of 140 tons 
of English cotton seed oil, at the War Depart- 


ment Stores, Tourah. 

Persons wishing to tender can see the conditions of the 
contract at the above office, any day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., except 
Fridays and general holidays. 


ARGENTINA. 


‘The “Buenos Ayres Herald” of 31st July last reports that the 
Rail southern railway has in hand new works which 
Materials Will cost 44 million dollars, or 3,700,000. 
x” sterling. These include the south dock on 
Demarchi island, and the extension of the already fine station at 
Plaza Constitution. Five kilometres of elevated railway in 
connection with this station will also be constructed at a cost of 
50,000/. per kilometre. The North and South Barracas stations 
will be united into one station and there will be a foot bridge over 
the Riachuelo. The Banfield workshops will cost 300,000. Las 
Flores will have a new station which will cost 60,0001. Improve- 
ments in Bahia Blanca port will cost 350,000. Then there is the 
Gruenbein and Olavarria Railway, the Neuquen Bridge, the 
raising of the level of the embankments in places, a large station 
at Tandil, the new Sola goods station and a large increase in the 
rolling stock. 
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TRADE OF BARBADOS IN _ 1899. 


The report of the Colonial Secretary of Barbados on the trade 
and industry of the island, recently issued by the Colonial Office, 
states that the total value of the imports into that Colony in 1899 
amounted to 998,006I., as compared with 1,058,885. in 1898, thus 
showing a falling off in value of 60,8791. 

Imports valued at 429,147/. came from the United Kingdom, as 
compared with 428,063/. in 1898; at 135,4171. from British Colonies, 
as compared with 205,232I. in 1898; and at 433,441/. from foreign 
countries, as compared with 425,590/. in 1898. 

The following is a comparative table for the five years from 


1895 to 1899 inclusive :— 


From From From Total 

Year. United British Foreign I - t 
Kingdom. | Colonies. Countries. pees. 

£ 

1895 ... 391,434 184,154 381,333 956,921 
1896 ... 467,649 181,644 399,594 1,048,887 
1897 ... 474,622 182,829 351,248 1,008,699 
1898 ... 428,063 205,232 425,590 1,058,885 
1899 ... 429,148 135,417 433,441 998,007 


From the above it will be seen that the imports from the United 
Kingdom have hardly varied, the imports from British colonies 
have fallen off to the value of about 69,000/., and the imports from 
foreign countries have increased about 8,0001. 

The loss of value of 69,0001. on imports from British colonies is 
due principally as under :— 


£ 
From Calcutta Rice say 16,000 
From British West Coffee 2,673 
Indies ¢ Wines in wood ws 1,050 


The great falling off in rice and fish suggests that the poor in 
Barbados find it harder to live than heretofore, these articles in 
addition to sweet potatoes and corn meal, being usually used by 
them. 

The total value of the exports of the Colony in 1899 amounted 
to 845,5901, of which 610,405/. represented produce of the 
Colony, and 235,185. British, and other produce in transit and 
through bond, as compared in 1898 with a total value of exports 
amounting to 769,2311., of which 542,483/. represented produce of 
the Colony and 226,7481. produce in transit and through bond. 

Thus there was an increase in 1899 in the total value of exports 
amounting to 76,3591., being made up of an increase in value of 
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Barbadian products exported amounting to 67,922/., and an 
increase in value of other exports amounting to 8,4371. 

The following table shows the destination of the exports of 
Barbados’ products for five years from 1895 to 1899, both inclusive. 
This table does not deal with any export other than Barbadian 
products. 


— To United | To British | To Foreign Total 
4 Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. Exports, 
£ £ 
1895 ... ove 64,794 107,866 221,931 394,591 
1896 ... ove soe or 33,521 132,794 411,052 577,367 
1897 ... ove ove eee 26,515 100,414 428,466 555,395 
1898 ... eee ove ose 12,761 126,856 402,866 542,483 
1899 ... wis = ssid 13,834 131,580 464,991 610,405 


The Colonial Secretary calls attention to the fact that imports into 
Barbados from Germany in 1899 were valued at only 9571., and 
goes on to say :—‘‘In my opinion this is fallacious. For instance, 
a shipment of goods comes from a British manufacturer, with a 
British invoice, on a British ship, from a British port. The invoice 
makes no mention of the origin of the goods, in default of which 
they appear as British goods. If they are marked either ‘ made in 
Germany’ or ‘made abroad,’ and the cases are closely examined, 
all is well, but I am informed that considerable quantities of goods 
come which are undoubtedly made in Germany, but without any 
marks. These goods having passed through England in bond, are 
not, I gather, examined there, so that, when re-shipped to us under 
a British invoice they come to us as British goods. 

“It would be advantageous to us as well as to other colonies if 
British exporters were compelled to invoice their goods, with their 
country of origin. We should then be able to collect a duty 
which is impossible now, Germany would not derive the advantage 
of the most-favoured nation treatment without giving us anything 
in return, and the British manufacturer and workman would be 
protected from an unjust competition. 

“The same remarks would, in a far lesser degree, apply to 
France, but in this respect the class of goods is more easily 
identified and traceable.” 
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RUBBER IN RHODESIA—(coneluded). 


Lourengo Marques.—A monopoly of the production and trade in 
rubber for twenty-five years has been granted over the unoccupied 
State lands. The concessionaires pay a rent of 200,000 reis 
(= 44. 7s. 11d.) per annum, and undertake to plant 20,000 trees 
in two years. They further pay a duty of 50 reis (—= 2°65d.) per 
kilo. for seven years, rising to 75 reis (= 4d.) per kilo. for the 
remaining 18 years. They are exempt from all other imposts. 
They have the option of retaining the land at the same rent at the 
expiration of the monopoly. 

The monopoly does not restrain the cultivation of rubber on 
private property and its export by private persons. 


The Mozambique Company forbids any individual to purchase 
rubber from natives, or to extract it through agents, without a 
special annual license, extending only from Ist February to 31st 
August, which costs 31. per annum. Thirty reis (= 1s. 6d.) per 
kilo. must be paid before rubber can leave the district in which it 
is collected, and a receipt for the tax must always accompany the 
goods. Every person purchasing rubber or collecting it must 
keep books showing the amount received daily, and report it once 
a month to the District Official. All warehouses, and consignments 
of rubber in transit, whether by river or land must be open to 
inspection on demand. 


Lagos.—The system in Lagos is based upon a theory that the 
ownership of Forests is vested in the local tribes, under their 
“native authorities,” 1.¢., chiefs. Within districts under the 
control of such “native authorities” no person may collect rubber 
without a license, for which he pays 51. to the “‘ native authorities,” 
and 2s. for each load of rubber. No tree of less girth than 3 feet 
at a distance of 3 feet from the ground may be tapped. It may 
not be tapped more than once in 18 months, and only in the 
manner prescribed by the “ native authorities.” The preservation 
of the protecting timber is also provided for. No tree of a girth 
less than 9 feet at a point 10 feet from the ground may be felled, 
and a similar tree must be planted in the nearest suitable spot 
within seven days. A permit must be obtained from the “native 
authorities” for all trees felled, and a fee of 5s. a tree must be 
paid. 

The British Central Africa Protectorate has not yet established 
any adequate system for preserving the rubber industry and 
deriving substantial revenue from it. The British Central Africa 
Protectorate does, however, forbid the destructive traffic in root- 
rubber and rubber obtained by boiling bark, and it levies at 
5 per cent. transit duty on rubber for the maintenance of roads, &c., 
which produces about 14d. a lb. Regulations against frauds in 
rubber have been also promulgated. 

There will probably be no hesitation in recommending that 
immediate regulations should be framed for North-west, North- 
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east, and Southern Rhodesia, for the protection of wild rubber 
which should embody certain well ascertained principies, i.e. :— 

(a) A minimum age and girth should be established, below 
which a tree must not be tapped. The exact measurements must 
be adapted to different species and localities, so that legislation 
should only establish the principle empowering our officials to 
promulgate the precise regulations for each district, after reports 
have been received as to the nature of the rubber plants there 
prevailing. 

(>) The intervals at which trees may be tapped should also be 
regulated. Subject to local modifications, it would be safe to 
forbid tapping the same trees, or the same area, in two successive 

ears. 
(c) A general regulation will be required that rubber may only 
be collected by tapping, that no tree may be cut down, and no 
roots grubbed up and boiled. On the other hand, to avoid un- 
reasonable rigidity, or to deal with exceptional conditions, a local 
official should be empowered to modify this regulation.* 

(d) A general regulation is desirable providing for the planta- 
tion of young rubber trees in forest land by persons extracting 
rubber, in some proportion to be fixed by the local official, and a 
small reward for every tree planted should be paid.t 

If in special districts the extraction of root rubber is permitted, 
the rate of replantation must be high-—not less than two to one. 

(e) The forest trees which provide the indispensable shade must 
also be protected from destruction. 

(f) Powers should be taken to forbid absolutely the extraction 
or sale of rubber in a district for a fixed period ; as a penalty for 
breach of regulations, or merely as a protective measure. 

As regards the future development of the industry. 

The important points are as follows :— 

(a) The steady replanting of indigenous trees, and the preserva- 
tion of the shade trees in forest areas. 

(b) Improved methods of extraction and preparation. 

(c) The introduction of superior species in cultivated areas. 

(d) The formation of a small Forestry Department, a member of 
which would have special experience of rubber. 


* Root-rubber is reported in North-west Rhodesia as a special product of the 
country. Unless it differs from other rubbers extracted from roots the process is 
not to be encouraged. 


+ In Indian forest districts the systematic plantation of any trees which it is 
desired to establish is secured by paying the natives trifling rewards for sowing 
seeds, distributed to them during the last season before they migrate from 
exhausted clearings to take up fresh ground. Small further payments are 
annually made for three or four years as a reward for weeding, &c., until the new 
trees can protect themselves. This system has proved effectual and cheap. 
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GREAT LAKES TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received from the United States Bureau 
of Statistics a statement as to the trade of the Great Lakes, on 
which the following article is based :— 

The commerce of the Great Lakes is making its highest and 
most elaborate record in the year 1900. Not only is the business 
carried on the Lakes greater during the present season than on 
any other occasion, but for the first time its details are being 
accurately measured and the facts presented from month to month 
to those interested in those details. 

The very rapid growth in the commerce of the Great Lakes 
which has been measured only at one or two points, and that in a 
fragmentary way, has for many years suggested the importance of 
some method by which the details of this enormous commerce 
could be measured and the shipments to and from each of the great 
ports of these Lakes recorded. For several years the War Depart- 
ment official at the Sault Sainte Marie Canal has made an accurate 
record of the shipments through that passage-way which connects 
Lake Superior with the Lower Lakes, and statements have been 
made from time to time of the tonnage of vessels passing that point. 
But aside from this no definite information has been available 
regarding the commerce of the Lakes as a whole, or of the business 
of the various ports in the various articles entering into the business 
of that great highway of commerce, which connects the producing 
with the manufacturing and consuming sections of the United 
States. In 1899 the matter was seriously taken up by the Bureau 
of Statistics of the Treasury Department and a system devised by 
which this information could be obtained, showing the receipts and 
shipments of every port in all of the important articles entering 
into the commerce of the Lakes, and at the beginning of the 
present season this system was put into operation and is proving 
effective and satisfactory to all interests. 

The statistics just compiled, and which form a part of the July 
“Summary of Commerce and Finance,” show that during the 
month of July, 5,385 vessels arrived at the 37 principal ports on 
the Great Lakes, and from the opening of navigation up to 1st 
August the total number of arrivals was 15,941. The proportion 
of the water transportation interests of some of the cities on the 
Great Lakes is also strikingly illustrated. For instance, there 
entered the port of Chicago during the month of July, 1,108 vessels, 
or an average of 36 vessels per day. From the opening of naviga- 
tion in April to 1st August the vessel arrivals at Chicago aggre- 
gated 3,518. In the July record Cleveland ranked next to Chicago, 
there having been 533 arrivals during the interim, but for the 
season to date both Milwaukee and Buffalo outclass Cleveland, the 
total arrivals at Milwaukee being 1,599, and at Buffalo 1,355, as 
compared with 1,336 arrivals at Cleveland. The port of Detroit 
was entered by 275 vessels during July, and there were 944 arrivals 


« 
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at Duluth, and 439 at West Superior, her sister city at the head 
of the Lakes. 

There has been considerable discussion of late of the report 
that the railroads were taking from the Lake carriers a greater 
proportion of north-western grain shipments than ever before. It 
would appear, however, from the latest statistics, that the inroads 
are less serious than supposed. The receipts of breadstuffs at the 
principal ports on the Lakes are as follows :— 


Season, 1900, 


Articles. | July, 1900. | August, 
| Bushels. Bushels. 
Wheat ... 2,184,073 16,743,620 
Flour (tons) ‘ 25,528 333,612 
Corn... 11,043,583 29,638,915 


This statement, just compiled, also refutes the popular fallacy 
that the water transportation of grain in the Great Lakes district 
constitutes almost exclusively a direct traffic between Chicago and 
Buffalo. In the shipment of flour the ports of Duluth and 
Milwaukee are practically equal, the shipments at each port, thus 
far this season having exceeded 100,000 tons. In shipments of 
wheat Duluth is far ahead of all other ports, having shipped 
1,014,193 bushels in July, and 8,268,886 bushels during the 
season up to Ist August. The neighbouring port of West 
Superior, stands next to Duluth, having shipped 1,911,649 
bushels during July, and 5,239,051 during the season. Chicago 
heads the list in corn shipments, her total for July being 6,533,526 
bushels, and for the season 24,421,335 bushels. In shipments of 
barley and oats, Milwaukee leads, while in shipments of rye 
Duluth holds first rank. Although originating at numerous 
different ports, the great bulk of the Lake grain trade converges at 
Buffalo as a point of discharge. For instance, of the 16,743,000 
bushels of wheat received at all Lake ports, 14,217,441 bushels 
were consigned to Buffalo, which port also received 23,975,796 
bushels of the aggregate of 29,638,915 bushels of corn arriving at 
all ports. The iron ore traffic is a branch of Lake traffic in which 
the greatest interest is felt this year by all persons connected with 
the iron and steel industry. Thus far this season, the total 
receipts of iron ore amount to 7,890,069 tons, 1,869,721 tons being 
received at Ashtabula, 1,422,327 tons at Cleveland, and 1,154,465 
tons at South Chicago, during the season; while the principal 
ports of shipment were Two Harbors, with 1,770,846 tons, and 
Duluth, with 1,690,935 tons. 
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CATTLE RAISING AND CATTLE MARKETS IN THE 
WESTERN STATES OF AMERICA. 


In a recent report by the British Vice-Consul at Kansas on the 
cattle industry of his district it is stated that the tendency through- 
out the entire West has of late years been to improve the herds to 
the very highest pitch. The majority of cattle raisers are inclined to 
dispose of the tailings of their stock herds at intervals and to 
introduce the best grade of registered bulls. The increase in the 
amount of beef which can be yielded by each animal more than 
compensates for any initial expense in procuring good strains, and 
the expenditure of a similar amount of grass and food will produce 
more beef from a smaller number of animals. 

By far the most popular grade of cattle at present is the 
Hereford. The Shorthorn has many friends, but is not considered 
so well able to withstand either heat or cold, and is not con- 
sidered to have the energetic qualities of the Hereford. Polled 
Angus cattle are also in request, and the demand for this grade 
seems to be on the increase. When brought into feed yards the 
Angus cattle have an advantage to the feeder in that, being polled, 
more cattle are able to be put together to feed without tke trouble 
which arises from the horns of the other grades. Again, the 
absence of horns makes it possible to get more into the stock cars 
which are used for the conveyance of the animals, and as the 
railroad rates are charged at so much a car the larger number 
of animals that can be placed without crowding in each car forms 
an economy. 

Mention should also be made of a further branch of cattle 
raising to which attention has been given, viz., the raising of 
registered bulls for use on the stockmen’s ranches. These bulls 
are carefully raised and prices up to 1,000/. have been paid for the 
very best blood, the bull calves obtained being sold for prices 
running from 201. to 100/. It is thought by some cattlemen that 
the business of raising these bulls is at present rather over-done 
and that a drop in values may be expected. 

As to values generally, these have greatly fluctuated in the 
last few years. Some eight years ago, when the cattle trade was 
in an extremely bad state, a cow and calf could be purchased for 
some 2/.; values are now high, and ordinary stock cattle of fairly 
good grade sell for about 5/. The price of young cattle is relatively 
very high, and yearling steers of fairly good quality are now 
fetching about 4/. These figures apply, it will be understood, to 
stock cattle on grass, and not to cattle fed for market, the values 
of which increase greatly. 

The principal market for the South-western States and terri- 
tories is Kansas City. Cattle are sent to this market from grass 
and also in full fed condition for beef. The purchasers of these 
gvass-fed cattle are generally farmers or feeders who send out the 
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cattle, feed them and bring them again to market at a later date 
in condition for purchase for dressed beef. The packing houses 
form one of Kansas City’s largest industries, and receipts at the 
stock yards have at times run up as high as 19,000 head in one 
day. The cattle are carried in large cars especially built for the 
trade; the number of cattle that can be accommodated in each car 
varies with the size and condition of the cattle, whether full fed or 
lean. As the railroad rates are based upon car lots it is an 
economy to load as many as possible in one car without undue 
crowding. A car lot may be roughly estimated as containing 
about 24 head of steers weighing 1,000 lbs. each. 

On arrival at Kansas City or other principal market, the cattle 
are unloaded and held in open pens at the stock yards until sold, 
all facilities being given for watering and feeding the stock, feed 
of all kinds being obtainable from the Stock Yards Company to 
whom the usual yard charges are paid. The Live Stock Exchange 
is built in the centre of the pens of the stock yards, and platforms 
enable sellers and purchasers to examine with great ease all cattle 
in the yards. The arrangements for handling the cattle in this 
manner are good, and arrangements can be speedily made for 
their removal and despatch. In the case of cattle being sold 
for beef, the large packing houses (all of which are in the neigh- 
bourhood of the stock yards) have special arrangements for running 
the cattle direct to the slaughter-houses. 

In conclusion, it may be pointed out that the central-western 
and south-western parts of the United States seem to afford the 
very greatest facilities for the cattle trade. In the western portions 
excellent grazing is afforded in a country of little value for agri- 
culture, whilst in the country tributary to Kansas City there is 
also abundant agricultural land largely used for the growth of 
crops consumed in cattle feeding, whilst the facilities afforded by 
Kansas City as a market for mature cattle for beef are unexcelled, 
and everything is arranged to accommodate the cattlemen who 
are engaged in an industry of so vast an importance to the whole 
district. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 537.) 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The Board of 'T'rade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of an Act, which came into force “ see 
: 25th April last, amending the Newfoundlan 
po nae “ Revenue Act, 1898,” as follows :—Lines and 
cman twines used in connection with the fisheries, 
‘ not including sporting tackle, are now exempted 
from duty on importation into Newfoundland instead of being 
subject to ad valorem duties at the rates of 15 and 10 per cent., 
respectively. 


Exemption from 


DOMINICA. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of an Ordinance 

_ (No. 1 of 1900), which came into operation on 

E a the 1st April last, abolishing the export duties 

= S levied on sugar, syrup, molasses and rum 

Po cdi exported from Dominica under the provisions of 
the Dominican “‘ Export Duty Act” of 1896, 


RUSSIA. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of a Decision of 

- the Russian Imperial Council, dated the 10th 

Pe seo all June last and assented to by the Czar, providing 

tn Seeiemend, for the imposition of Customs duties on foreign 

Ge goods imported into the Government-General 
meral of Amur. 4 mur. 

Foreign goods, imported into the Amur District (including foreign 

s imported from ports lying to the north of Nicolaievsk, and 
from the Island of Saghalien), either through the ports on the 
mouth of the River Amur and south thereof, or across the land 
frontier, are to be subject to Customs duties at the rates specified 
in the Russian General Customs Tariff for European Trade. 

The following articles are excepted from this provision :— Cereals 
of all kinds, except rice ; potatoes ; peas and beans ; rice, unhusked ; 
flour, malt and groats of all kinds, except potato-meal ; vegetables of 
all kinds, common (not specially prepared), salted or dried; certain 
fruits and berries (including fresh oranges and lemons; peels 
of oranges and lemons, dried or in brine; fresh grapes and 
currants); Chinese earth-nuts; kitchen salt of all kinds; meat, 
salted, smoked or dried; butter; comestibles not specially men- 
tioned in the Tariff, and food specially prepared for animals ; 
cattle, horses and other animals not specially mentioned ; manure ; 
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horns and hoofs; spermaceti, refined, palmitine and stearine, and 
animal fats not specially mentioned; belting for machinery, sewn 
or not ; cork, unwrought ; wooden wares not specially mentioned 
(including joiners’ and turners’ wares and furniture) ; plants, living 
or dried ; common clothes—and linen—baskets, and other kinds ; 
mats and sacks of osier and sennit, unless gilt, silvered or 
bronzed; building materials; stone, rough or roughly dressed ; 
stones of all kinds, manufactured, except precious stones, &c; 
emery and pumice stone, in pieces or ground ; emery paper or cloth ; 
grindstones, whetstones, &c.; bricks, common, and fire-bricks ; 
pipes of clay; pottery of common clay and of fire-clay; glass- 
ware (bottles, &c.) of bottle-glass of natural colour, cut or uncut, 
not polished ; coal, coke and charcoal ; carbolic acid; asphalt and 
mineral tar ; Stassfurt salts, and other natural salts, not specially 
mentioned ; sulphur; antimony ; borax; magnesite; tartar ; spar, 
heavy and witherite ; carbonate and sulphate of strontia ; ammoni- 
acal compounds ; arsenic ; alum; oxides of barium, strontium and 
aluminium ; chloride of magnesium ; sulphate of magnesia ; 
chloride and sulphate of potash ; chloride of calcium, not purified ; 
soda and potash; chloride of lime and Javelle water; sulphuric 
acid and sulphuret of carbon ; copperas; chemical and pharmaceu- 
tical products, not specially mentioned in the Tariff; phosphorus ; 
bean oil and “ kund-jut” oil; glycerine, not refined ; tanning and 
dyeing materials; white and red lead; cast iron in pigs, scrap and 
filings ; wrought iron, including iron in bars, rails and sheet iron ; 
tin plate; steel, including steel in bars, rails and sheet steel ; wire 
of iron or steel and manufactures thereof; sieves of copper wire ; 
needles of iron or steel ; scythes, sickles, bills, shears, spades, rakes, 
shovels, hoes, forks and chaffcutters; tools for use of artists, trades, 
&c. ; dynamo-electric machines and other machines and parts 
thereof, except those of copper or alloys of copper; scales and 
accessories ; farmers’ carts ; perambulators and bicycles; detached 
parts of carriages ; railway carriages ; seagoing and river vessels ; 
books, pictures, maps, &c.; piping of hemp for fire engines and 
cotton and hemp belting for machinery; articles for museums ; 
samples of tissues and other wares, not constituting articles of 
commerce. 

The duties on tea, imported across the land frontier, are not 
affected by the new Regulations, but are leviable at the former 
rates, viz :— 


Rs. Cop. 
(a) Black, flower, green and yellow teas... poud 22 50 


(b) Tea in bricks ... 3 75 
(c) Tea, compressed in tablets, of Russian 
manufacture... 


All Chinese goods imported into the Amur District across the 
land frontier, except corn-spirit, and vodka, which are prohibited, 
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and tea, which is dutiable at the above rates, are admitted without 
payment of duty. 

Foreign rice, husked, imported through the ports on the mouth 
of the Amur or south thereof, or across the land frontier, is 
subject to Customs duty at the rate of 45 copecks per poud. 

Goods of which the importation into Russia is prohibited under 
the provisions of the General Customs ‘lariff for European trade, 
with the exception of foreign silver coins, may not be imported 
into the Amur Government-General, and the importation of rags 
of all kinds is also specially prohibited. 

Goods may be exported from the Amur District free of duty, 
and no duty is levied on foreign goods imported into the Island 
of Saghalien. Foreign goods which have paid the prescribed 
import duties, if exported from Vladivostock and Nicolaievsk to 
the ports of the Sea of Okhotsk and to the Island of Saghalien, 
are entitled to repayment of the said duties. Regulations 
governing the repayment of duty will be framed by the Russian 
Minister of Finance. 

It is also provided that foreign goods which have paid duty on 
their importation into the Amur Government-General shall be 
admitted through the Irkutsk Custom House without payment of 
duty, except husked rice, on which a supplementary rate of 60 cop. 
per poud is collected. 

The operation of Article 788 of the Russian Customs Law, 
relative to drawback on cotton manufactures, does not apply to 
cotton manufactures imported into the Coast Territory of Siberia. 

The above provisions are to come into force from the Ist 
January, 1901. 


SPAIN. 

The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
—— Office, to the effect that the Spanish Ministry of 
po sega Finance have decided that mohair yarn waste is 
Waste to be assessed for duty, on importation into 
/ Spain, under No. 162 of the former Spanish 
Customs Tariff (No. 183 of the new Tariff) at the rate of two pesetas 

per 100 kilogs. (9$d. per ewt.). 


ROUMANIA. 


With reference to notices which have recently appeared in the 
, * Board of Trade Journal,” respecting certifi- 
ny og cates of origin for certain classes of British 
British Goods goods imported into Roumania, and also to the 
‘notice at p. 638 of last week’s “Journal,” 

relative to the conclusion of a Provisional Commercial Arrange- 
ment between Roumania and the Ottoman Empire, the Board of 


d 
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Trade have now received, through the Foreign Office, a copy of a 
telegram from H.M. Minister at Bucharest reporting that, owing 
to the resumption of the commercial relations established between 
the two countries by the Turco-Roumanian Commercial Convention 
of the 18th April, 1897, only those goods which are specified in the 
Tariff annexed to the said Convention need be accompanied by 
certificates of origin on importation into Roumania from the 
United Kingdom. 

The following is a list of the goods in question :-— 

Dried fish (“‘tziris”), fish in brine (‘‘ lakerdas”) ; beans ; figs 
strung together and figs in boxes ; lemons, oranges, bitter oranges, 
citrons, pomegranates ; dried raisins of all kinds; almonds, shelled 
or not, dates, pistachios, nuts ; olives, salted or in brine, in barrels, 
baskets or bags; “ Halva”; ‘Rahat locoum”; opium; oysters, 
fresh; mussels, fresh; chewing gum; fish grease; capers, 
salted or in brine, in casks; peel of oranges, lemons and bitter 
oranges ; olive oil in casks, skin bottles, or jars weighing more 
than 15 kilogrammes each ; round boxes of common white wood, such 
as are used for “‘ Halva”; blocks of granite for paving, building, &c. 


BULGARIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 638 of last 
—_— week’s “ Journal,” relative to the new Bulgarian 
seen Customs Regulations, the following is a trans- 
Regula y lation of the more important provisions con- 
tained therein :— 


I.—Manifests of goods imported by sea. 


“ Article 186.—The manifest must be presented within 24 hours 
“ after the arrival of the vessel in port. 

“ Article 187.—If the manifest is not presented within the 
“ period fixed by the preceding Article, proceedings will be taken 
“and the Custom House will impose the fine established by 
“ Article 47 of the Custom House Law. 

“ Article 190.—The captain of a vessel carrying goods destined 
“ for sale in indeterminate quantities at several ports may present 
“a manifest for the whole cargo, and need only pay Customs duty 
“on the portion sold if the unsaleable part of the cargo be 
** re-shipped. 

“ Article 191.—In cases where the manifest is written in a 
“ foreign language, the goods specified in such manifest or in the 
“ verification thereof must also be described in Bulgarian by the 
“ captain or his agent.” 

It is also provided that if goods specified in the manifest are 
missing, and if the captain of the vessel or agent of the Shipping 
‘Company cannot justify the deficiency within six months from 


if 
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the date of the report notifying the loss, fines will be imposed by 
the Customs authorities; and if there is no indication of the 
contents or value of the missing packages, Customs duties will be. 
levied on them at the valuation of 50 francs per kilog., gross 
weight. Fines will also be imposed in the case of goods landed in 
excess of those specified in the manifest, if no explanation is 
forthcoming within the period named above. 


II.—Declaration and valuation of imported goods and imposition of 
duty thereon. 


“* Article 205.—The owner, consignee, or carrier of merchandise 
‘* for importation, on which the Customs duty exceeds 25 frs., must 
“declare such goods at the Custom House by means of a declara- 
“tion in duplicate (Form No. 21), written in Bulgarian, and 
“‘ accompanied by the original ,invoices and bills of lading, certify- 
“ing that the transport and other charges have been paid. 

“| Note. Goods, exempted by law from payment of duty, must 
“also be declared if their value exceeds 300 frs. | 

“ Article 208.—The designation and quality of the goods must 
“be specified on the declaration clearly and in detail. With 
“regard to goods sold in bales, cases, packages, &c., the number 
“of yards in the bale, case, &c., must be stated, and merchandise 
‘* appearing in the Customs Tariff must be specified according to its 
“ tariff classification. Generally, the declaration must contain all 
“the qualities of the goods on which depend their exact valuation 
“and their assessment for purposes of the Customs Tariff, excise 
** duties, &c. 

“ Article 209.—The quantity of goods dutiable ad valorem should 
“‘ be declared according to the unit of measurement (of the metric 
‘ system) employed in wholesale sales on the local market. Inthe 
“case of goods dutiable under the specific Tariff, the quantity must 
“ be declared according to the unit used in the Tariff. 

“* Article 210.—The value of merchandise should be declared in 
“francs, in conformity with the invoice, the cost of transport, 
“ packing, insurance, commission, and all other expenses incurred 
“from the sale of the goods up to their arrival at the Custom 
“« House, being added to the sale-price. Foreign moneys are valued 
“ in francs at the rate set by the National Bulgarian Bank. 

‘“‘Note——The declarant must also specify, for statistical pur- 
“ poses, the actual price of tariffed goods, the tariff valuation being 
assessed by the official 

“ Article 211.—The number of packages must also be specified 
“in full. Declarations must be written without erasures, and 
“‘ goods belonging to various merchants must not be grouped in 
“the same declaration. The declaration must be signed by the 
‘‘ owner of the goods, or by an agent on his behalf, if the Customs 
“‘ duty has been paid through an agent. 
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“ Article 212.—The invoice must be written in Bulgarian, 
“ French, or the official language of the country of origin of the 
* =n ; invoices written in Hebrew, Armenian or similar 
languages will not be accepted. 

“ Article 221.—The appraiser is obliged to assess the value of 
** goods within 48 hours after receipt of the declaration forwarded 
“to him by the Director of Customs. Packages may only be 
“opened and goods verified in presence of the declarant or 
* his agent. 

“ Article 227.—In the case of goods dutiable on the net weight, 
“ the tare is taken according to the Tariff if specified therein ; if 
** not, the exact weight of the package is deducted from the weight 
“ of the goods. Ifthe package has a certain value and can be sold 
“ as merchandise—e.g., barrels, casks, bottles, cases, sacks, &c.,— 
“its price is appraised apart from that of the goods which it 
“* contains, and duty is levied on it as merchandise. 

“ Article 228.—If the importer declares that the recipients which 
“have served for the importation of goods are to be returned 
“ empty, the Customs duty can be guaranteed by a deposit until 
“ their re-exportation. 

“ Article 229.—The declaration must clearly indicate the country 
“ of origin of the goods. 

“ Article 232.—Certificates of origin of merchandise may be 
“ issued by the following institutions in the country from which 
“ the merchandise is exported :— 

“‘ (a) By the respective municipality with the legalisation of the 
“ competent authorities. 

(b) By Custom Houses. 

“« (c) By Chambers of Commerce. 

* (d) By Bulgarian diplomatic and commercial agencies. 

“ Article 233.—Certificates must be translated into Bulgarian, 
“ unless written in French, Russian or Servian. If the translator 
“jis known to the Customs authorities, his legalisation of the 
“ certificate will be sufficient.” 

Articles 234-271.—The provisions of these Articles relate to 
the valuation of merchandise by the official appraiser and to the 
procedure in case of dispute. 

“ Article 280.—Storage dues for goods placed in Customs ware- 
“ houses are leviable from the ninth day after the goods have been 
“ entered in the warehouse register. 

“ Article 288.—Customs duties and other taxes, of which the 
“ total amount does not exceed 20 francs, are payable in gold.” 


Ill.—Temporary Importation and Exportation of Merchandise. 

“ Article 342.—Foreign imported merchandise, as also native 
“ exported merchandise, can be returned without payment of 
“ Customs duty in the following cases :— 
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“(1) Non-prohibited merchandise, if the Customs duties and 
“ other charges have not been paid. 

(2) Merchandise, imported or exported, destined to be returned 
“ after manufacture. 
** (3) Merchandise, imported or exported, destined to be sent to a 
fair or market, if the merchant has reserved the right of returning 
“the goods in accordance with the provisions of Article III, of 
“ the Customs Laws. 

“ (4) Empty receptacles which have been used for exporting 
“« goods, if the merchant has reserved the right of returning them. 
“*(5) Empty receptacles destined for the exportation or impor- 
tation of other goods. 
(6) Carts, beasts of burden and of draught, and other means 
“ of transport. 

“ (7) Goods re-exported after payment of Customs duty. 

“Note. A tax of one-half per cent. is imposed on goods 
“‘ temporarily imported or exported. ] 

* Article 346.—The temporary importation or exportation of 
“‘ goods in accordance with the provisions of Article III, of the 
“ Customs Law is only permitted when it is possible to stamp each 
“ article, to make an exact description thereof, or to have a sample 
“ of it, so that it may be ascertained beyond doubt that the goods 
“‘ have not been replaced by others. In all other cases the privi- 
“ leges accorded by Article III. of the Law can only be enjoyed by 
official permission. 
“ Article 374.—For goods in transit or removed to an inland 
Custom House, a duplicate declaration must be made at the 
“« first Custom House. This declaration is made according to form 
“No. 49 for goods in transit, and according to form No. 50 for 
“* goods removed to another Custom House. 

“ Article 375.—The regulations to be observed concerning the 
“ declaration, verification and valuation of goods in transit are the 
“same as for imported goods. The declaration, verification and 
“ clearance of goods removed to an inland Custom House are to be 
“ made at the first Custom House in accordance with Articles 159 
“and 160 of the Customs Law. 

“ Article 434,—A security may be given at the Custom House 
“ as guarantee for the Customs duties and other charges. 

“ Article 435.—The security may be in the form of money or a 
“ written agreement. Only Bulgarian subjects, under the responsi- 
“* bility of the Director of Customs, may be accepted as guarantors 
“in the case of a written agreement. If the Director is not 
“ acquainted with the guarantors, their signatures and solvency 
“« must be legally verified by the Municipality.” 


‘ 
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UNITED STATES. 


The United States Treasury Department have issued a Circular 

— containing a compilation from the United States 

Renertailon of Tariff Act of 1897, the Customs Regulations of 

ae , 1899, and rulings issued from time to time by 

by sows ts the Department, relative to the importation of 
Immigrants, ticles by immigrants into the United States. 

Paragraphs 474 and 645 of the Tariff Act of 24th July, 1897, 
provide that the following articles shall be free of import duty :— 

“474. Teams of animals, including their harness and tackle 
“and the waggons or other vehicles actually owned by persons 
“ emigrating from foreign countries to the United States with 
“their families, and in actual use for the purpose of such 
“ emigration, under such regulations as the Secretary of the 
“ Treasury may prescribe. 

“ 645. Professional books, implements, instruments, and tools 
“ of trade, occupation, or employment, in the actual possession at 
“ the time, of persons emigrating to the United States, but this 
“ exemption shall not be construed to include machinery or other 
“‘ articles imported for use in any manufacturing establishment, or 
“‘ for any other person or persons, or for sale.” 

The following are the articles of the Customs Regulations which 
relate to this matter :— 

“ Article 556.—To entitle to free entry teams of animals, 
“ including their harness and the waggons or other vehicles drawn 
“by such teams, and the customary articles used in connection 
“ therewith, when brought into the United States by bona fide 
“ immigrants, the immigrant must make a declaration before the 
“ United States consular officer or the collector, stating the 
“ number and kind of animals and articles, that they are owned 
“* by the affiant and are being used for the purpose of immigration 
“ and are not intended for sale, and that the same have been in 
“ actual use by him abroad. 

“ Article 557.—The team of an unmarried immigrant used in 
“ conveying personal effects and tools of trade from a foreign 
“country to the United States may be admitted free of duty. 
“ Horses intended for use in the United States for racing purposes 
“ cannot be admitted to free entry as the team of an immigrant, 
“although used by an immigrant in the act of immigration. 
“ Horses of immigrants used for the transportation of themselves 
“and luggage to a railway station, and thence shipped to the 
“ United States, where they are again used by the immigrants to 
“ reach their destination, are to be considered as in actual use for 
“ the purpose of immigration. The free entry of an immigrant’s 
“team must be made at the time of entry of his household and 
“ personal effects, and cannot be made later. 


4 
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“ Article 570.—Goods presumably free and brought into port as 
“ personal or household effects or passengers’ baggage upon which 
“duty is assessed, are not subject to the rule as regards protest, 
“and if subsequently found to be entitled to free entry, refund will 
“ be allowed on liquidation, although duty has been paid without 
protest. 

“ Article 571.—Dutiable merchandise, exceeding 500 dols. in 
“value, brought in the baggage of a passenger arriving from a 
“ foreign port, must be regularly entered at the Customs House 
“and appraised; if under that amount, it may be entered 
“ informally at the place of landing. Any cigars in excess of fifty 
“and not over one thousand, in the possession of a passenger and 
“ evidently for his bona fide personal consumption, may be delivered 
“to him on payment of a fine equal to the duty and internal 
“revenue tax. Fifty cigars or less may be delivered free of duty. 
“ Duties on the effects of a passenger, not exceeding two dols., may 
“be remitted. Under paragraph 645, professional books, imple- 
“ ments, instruments, and tools of trade, occupation, or employment 
“in the actual possession of an immigrant are free of duty. 

“ Article 592.—All baggage of passengers from contiguous 
“ foreign territory shall be examined by an inspector at the port of 
“ first arrival, and if dutiable goods are found contained therein, 
“the amount of duties shall be assessed and collected. If a 
“ passenger refuses to open the trunks or other envelopes con- 
“taining his baggage, or to deliver the keys, the inspector shall 
“ open the baggage, and if dutiable articles are found therein, the 
“ tranks or envelopes, with their contents, shall be forfeited. 

* When practicable, baggage may be examined on cars or boats 
* before arrival at the first port in the United States by inspectors 
“ placed on passenger trains and boats for the purpose, who will 
“ report to the collector at such port all dutiable articles. 


** Declaration on Free Entry of professional books, implements, 
* tools of trade, &c., under paragraph 645 of the Act of 24th 
July, 1897. 

Port of ——-——, 1900. 

a * , do solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare 
“that I arrived in the United States in the —- from 
« _____ on or about , 190 ; that the articles 
‘‘ enumerated in the annexed entry were in my actual possession 
‘ at the time, and are not, directly or indirectly, imported for use 
‘in any manufacturing establishment, or for any other person or 
‘ persons, and are not intended for sale. 


Address 
—,190 , before me 


“ Declared to this 


Collector.” 
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Rulings under the above provisions of law and corresponding 
provisions of former Tariff Acts. 


Customs Officers may prepare entry papers for immigrants with- 
out charge. 

An “immigrant,” as defined by the lexicographers, “is one who 
“ immigrates or removes into a country with the intention of fixing 
“ his residence there,” or “‘ one who arrives in a country with the 
“intention of remaining,” and a person is held to be an 
“ immigrant ” who emigrates to the United States for the second 
time after a lapse of six years. 

The following articles are held to be professional instruments, 
tools of trade, &c., within the meaning of paragraph 645:—A 
sewing machine which has been used abroad; professional books 
of a journalist, relating to public policy, national and general 
questions, but not books of poetry and fiction; performing 
elephants and bicycle; photographic outfit of an architect ; lantern 
slides of a public lecturer; piano; polariscope of a sugar merchant ; 
sample trunks of commercial travellers; waffle irons of a baker ; 
sculptors’ modelling clay ; astronomers’ instruments ; hand weav- 
ing machines ; surveyors’ transit; guns of hunters and trappers ; 
hand machine for making gloves, hose, &c.; microscope of a 
physician ; fishing boat and net; a hand organ. 

The following articles among others are held not to be tools 
of trade, etc., within the meaning of paragraph 645. Waggons, 
harness, etc., imported by a circus company; a steam merry- 
go-round; hand power rock-drilling machine; loom for use in 
lace works ; unfinished works or sketches of an artist ; steamboat 
with nets and equipments; steam pump and drilling or boring 


apparatus; portable house made in sections; panorama; glove 


machines for use in a manufacturing establishment; bicycle ; 
outfit for a shooting gallery ; circus animals. 

The free entry of personal effects of immigrants is governed by 
paragraph 647 of the Act of 24th July, 1897, which is as 
follows :— 

“ 697. Wearing apparel, articles of personal adornment, toilet 
“ articles, and similar personal effects of persons arriving in the 
* United States; but this exemption shall only include such 
“ articles as actually accompany and are in the use of, and as are 
“ necessary and appropriate for the wear and use of such persons, 
“‘ for the immediate purposes of the journey and present comfort 
“ and convenience, and shall not be held to apply to merchandise 
“ or articles intended for other persons or for sale.” 

The free entry of household effects of immigrants is governed 
by paragraph 504 of the Act of 24th July, 1897, which is as 
follows 
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“504. Books, libraries, usual and reasonable furniture, and 
“similar household effects of persons or families from foreign 
“countries. All the foregoing if actually used abroad by them 
“ not less than one year, and not intended for any other person or 
“ persons, nor for sale.” 

Horses brought by immigrants are not subject to inspection or 
quarantine. 

Stock-in-trade of a business firm removing to the United States 
is not free of duty as immigrants’ effects. 

Stock of a farm, feed, supplies, &c., are not entitled to free entry. 

Immigrants’ declarations may be taken before a Consular or 
Customs officer or notary public or Justice of the Peace. 

Wedding presents of persons arriving in the United States are 
not free of duty as such, but free if in nature of household effects 
in use abroad one year or more, or if in nature of personal effects. 

Free entry is not allowed of a horse, harness, and buggy, brought 
by an immigrant, without his household goods, such goods having 
been admitted free fifteen months previously. 

Under an opinion of the United States Attorney-General it is _ 
held that the provision relating to the free entry of implements, 
instruments, and tools of trade applies only to such as are intended 
for the actual personal use of the immigrant or of persons following 
one and the same trade or occupation under his personal super- 
vision or employment, and was not intended to cover articles 
which constitute, when combined, a large and powerful structure 
which in no sense could be called a mere tool, implement, or 
instrument. 

The actual and necessary use of a horse, carriage, and other 
conveyance, on the part of an immigrant, both before and after his 
act of immigration, determines the question of admission free of 
duty under paragraph 474, although at the time of entry into the 
United States the same may be conveyed in a railroad car, or may 
be temporarily separated from the person of the owner. 

Stereoscopes, stereoscopic views, gas fixtures, music box, 
anatomical models, &c., imported by a person from abroad for 
exhibition, are not tools of trade, &c., of an immigrant. 

New implements, purchased by an immigrant at time of arrival in 
the United States for use in a manufacturing establishment, are 
not free of duty. . 

Free entry is allowed of effects of an immigrant brought to the 
United States after his previous arrival and settlement in this 
country. 

Free entry is denied of tools brought by machinists for use in a 
manufacturing establishment. 

Tools of trade in the actual possession of the owner at the time 
of his departure for the United States, but shipped by freight in a 
vessel other than that by which he arrives, and arriving one month 
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subsequently to arrival of owner who holds a bill of lading for 
them, are free of duty under paragraph 645, the Board of General 
Appraisers holding that these circumstances constitute a tanta- 
mount possession. 

Under the express provisions of paragraph 645 of the Tariff Act 
of 1897 (subject to the exception stated above), in order to be 
entitled to free entry “ professional books, implements, instru- 
“ments, and tools of trade, occupation or employment,” of 
persons emigrating to the United States, must be in their actual 
possession at the time, and cannot be shipped separately as 
freight ; and duties paid on such goods without protest under 
the provisions of section 14 of the Act of June 10, 1890, cannot 
be refunded. 


COSTA RICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

translations of the following Decrees relating to 

Decrees. the importation and exportation of gold coins, 

the coinage of silver, and the Customs treat- 

ment of cattle and cocoa in the Republic of Costa Rica, which 
have recently been issued by the Costa Rican Government :— 


I.—Decree regulating the importation and exportation of gold 
coins, and prohibiting the importation of silver. 
(Dated 19th August, 1900.) 

** Article 1.—The importation and the exportation of the national 
“ gold coin, and of all foreign gold coins of equal standard, shall be 
“‘ exempt from all Custom duties and wharfage. 

“ Article 2.—From the date of this Decree, the importation of 
“ silver coins, whether national, nationalized or foreign, as also of 
“¢ silver in bars, ingots or in any other form, is prohibited. 

“ Silver jewellery, or works of art, or silver destined for these or 
“ similar uses is exempted from this Law. 

“‘ Silver imported in contravention to the enactments of this 
* Article will be confiscated. 

“ Article 3.—Importers or exporters of gold coin must declare in 
‘their respective import or export clearing applications, the 
“amount of gold coin imported or exported and its legal value, 
“ specifying the class of coin or coins of which it is made up, the 
“ country from which imported or the country of destination, as 
“the case may be, and the net and gross weights of the packayes. 
‘“* When sent or received by parcels post, the same details must be 
“ supplied to the postal authorities. The applications must be 
“ made in the same way as already provided for by the Law in the 
“ case of the exportation or importation of general merchandise. 

“The contravention of this Article will be punished by a fine 
“ equal to 25 per cent. of the value of the amount of coin imported 
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“ or exported, and a similar fine will be imposed where the declara- 
“ tion of the interested party does not coincide with the amount, 
“ nature or weight of the coin. 

“ Article 4.—This Law will come into force from the date of its 
publication.” 


II.—Decree regulating the coinage of silver. 
(Dated 14th August, 1900.) 


“ Article 1.—Article 5 of the Coinage Law of 24th October, 1896, 
“is modified as follows :—Article 5.—The subsidiary silver coins 
“ will be minted with a standard of 900 in fine, and with the 
“ weight and dimensions expressed below : — 


Value. Weight. Diameter. 
Grammes Millimetres. 

50 cents. 10 00 29 

2 5:00 24 

2-00 18 

1:00 15 


“ Article 2.—As the actual silver coin is redeemed it will be 
“replaced by that which is about to be coined, according to the 
“ conditions expressed in the previous Article. . 

“ Article 3.—Notwithstanding the enactments of the first 
* Article, the actual coins of 5 and 10 cents will continue to 
“ circulate as 5 and 10/100’s of a colon respectively, until such 
“time as the Executive may consider their redemption and 
“ recoinage necessary. 

“ Article 5.—The Executive will order the sale abroad for 
* account of the Treasury of such an amount of the present silver 
“coins as, according to its judgment, is in excess of the 
** requirements of the country for small change.” 


III.—Decree relative to the Customs treatment of cattle. 
(Dated 1st August, 1900.) 


“ Article 1.—For the term of ten years the exportation of horned 
“cattle and the importation of lean and pedigree cattle will be 
‘exempt from all duty. 

“ Article 2.—Fat cattle imported into the country will pay a 
“ duty per head of two colones the first year, four colones the 
“second year, six colones the third year, and after that of eight 
* colones. 

“The dispositions contained in the 2nd Article will come into 
“ force one year after the publication of the present Decree.” 
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IV.—Decree relative to import duties on cocoa, 
(Dated 1st August, 1900.) 


“ Only Article——An import duty of 30 cents per kilog. shall be 
‘imposed on cocoa in the husk, and of 50 cents per kilog. on 
“ ground cocoa.” 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to notices which have appeared from time to time 
Secniintien of in the “Board of Trade Journal,” respecting 
the provisions of the Brazilian Consumption 

caring Tax Law prohibiting the importation into 

Brazil of goods bearing labels in Portuguese, 
the Board of Trade have now received, through 
the Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram from H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, reporting that no announcement has as 
yet been made by the Brazilian Government with regard to any 
further postponement of the prohibition referred to beyond the 
30th inst. Sir Brooke Boothby adds, however, that there is no 
reason to fear that its application will be enforced. 
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CANADA. 


The “Railway Age” of 24th ult. reports that the necessary con- 
Gane Breton cessions for the proposed Cape Breton Railway 

+ ancy have been granted by the Canadian government. 

y: When completed this railroad will run from 
Hawkesbury across the strait of Canso to Louisburg, a distance of 
100 miles, with a branch to Sydney. Ultimately this road will, it 
is said, make a link in the contemplated Atlantic-Pacific Railway, 
together with the Canada Atlantic, the Great Northern of Canada 


and other lines which are now already built or in process of 
construction. 


CAPE COLONY. 


It is interesting to note that the Government of Cape Colony have 
. several projects on foot for the improvement of 
the works at the of the 
P Colony. The “ Cape of Good Hope Government 
Gazette ” of the 28th ult. contains the provisions of a Bill (read in 
the House of Assembly a second time on the 24th ult.) “for the 
raising of a loan of 1,291,300/., for the purpose of prosecuting and 
improving the harbour works of Table Bay, Port Elizabeth, East 
London, and Mossel Bay, and for providing greater facilities for 
the conduct of the business of those ports.” The above sum will 
be divided as follows :— | 


Table Bay... ... 1,051,800 
East London ... 99,500 
Mossel Bay ... ose 10,000 
1,291,300 


In connection with the above, it may be noted that the imports 
and exports into and from the above four ports in the last three 


years (ended 31st December) were valued as in the following 
table :-— 


1897. 1898. 1899. 

Imports— £ £ £ 

Into Table Bay (Cape sed et .--| 4,884,000 4,963,000 4,795,000 

» Port Elizabeth ne ...| 7,617,000 6,198,000 5,566,000 

» Hast London ear ...| 3,083,000 3,416,000 2,987,000 

» Mossel Bay... 224,000 220,000 255,000 

Tom Table Bay <Covp Town) ...| 11,518,000 | 16,110,000 | 14,782,000 

» Port Elizabeth .. 1,992,000 2,151,000 2,459,000 

» East London... ote 825,000 979,000 1,038,000 

Mossel Bay 147,000 222,000 312,000 
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ZANZIBAR. 


H.M. Consul-General at Zanzibar, reports that, in the year 1899, 

97 ocean-going German steamers entered that 
Shipping in 1899. port as against 67 British steamers, while the 

coasting steamers of the former nationality 
exceeded those of the latter by 27. It may be mentioned also that 
a substantial addition to the already large fleet of the German East 
African line is in contemplation and will doubtless be effected in 
the course of the next year or so. These ships ply direct between 
Europe, Zanzibar, and South Africa, which is a distinct advantage. 
Adverting to the facilities for trade offered by the British lines 
which send ships by the same route between the two countries, it 
is to be observed that the only ships which touch regularly at 
Zanzibar are those of the British India Steam Navigation Com- 
pany, and that that company do not undertake the conveyance of 
freight or passengers in their ships beyond Aden, which connect 
at that place with their own larger steamers, with those of the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, or with the 
ships of any other line which will take their passengers and cargo 
for the remainder of the journey. If cargo is forwarded by this 
route the risk is entailed of its being delayed or perhaps shut out 
at Aden, not to mention that of exposure to the weather in open 
lighters whilst awaiting transhipment. Comparatively few British 
residents at Zanzibar and at Mombasa choose to travel by the 
British line of steamers when they wish to revisit their native 
country. <A large number, quite the majority of the officials of the 
East Africa and Uganda Protectorates, prefer to proceed to 
Zanzibar in order to take passage by the ships of the Messageries 
Maritimes line, by which means they can reach Marseilles in 16 
days from the date of their departure from Zanzibar, and London 
by rail in another 24 hours. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,520). 


KOREA. 


Mr. Yamagata, director of the Japanese Shipping Superintendence 
een tite Bureau at Tokio, recently returned to Japan from 
eal Weenstente. his official tour of inspection along the northern 
coast of Korea and Vladivostock. The following 
account by him of some of the places he visited is quoted in the 
* Japan Weekly Mail” of the 4th ult. :— 
Fusan.—This may be regarded as a Japanese town, since no 
Japanese on entering the port could be struck with any sense of 


strangeness. Fusan, in fact, is the emporium of the little empire. 
It has special facilities for the conveyance of goods from the 
interior by the river Tatung, the mouth of which takes three days 
and nights to reach. Rice and other cereals in particular are 
transported by this stream, in spite of the fact that the waves are 


q 
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occasionally so high as to endanger small boats. Sailing down the 
river is equally dangerous, and not unfrequently the port of 
Masampo is chosen for peaceful navigation. 

Masampo.—Prospects are entertained that this will be a pros- 
perous town if means of communication can be better developed. 
Of course there is no doubt as to the possibility of a complete 
change in Fusan on the completion of the railway to Soul, It is 
only a few miles from Shoho, and the laying of an electric railway 
will considerably improve the condition of the surrounding districts. 
At present Masampo is a poor small village. The Japanese settle- 
ment lies about a ri from it, within clearly defined limits. Among 
the Japanese institutions, the most important are the consulate 
and the post office. Close to them a Russian consulate is now in 
process of construction. 

Wonsan.—This place contains a large number of native merchants 
whose houses and style of living are on a greater scale than those 
to be seen in Fusan or elsewhere, The town presents an appearance 
of considerable wealth. As to the maritime service from Fusan to 
Masampo, Mr. Yamagata observes that a steamer of some 100 tons 
plies every other day, while two vessels are placed on the service 
between Fusan and Wonsan. ‘These ships are all owned by 
Japanese. Three steamers ply from Wonsan to Josei and Hokusei, 
registered in the name of Koreans, the same being required to call 
at unopened ports. ‘The special productions of this port of Korea 
are the fish known as Meta, and these form a large proportion of 
the cargo. Korea has also an abundant production of peas, beans, 
and rice. Japan contributes little to the empire in respect of these 
commodities. Of late, however, matches and kerosene have found 
their way into Korea, but although the export of these articles has 
steadily increased, yet so far as the coastwise trade is concerned 
nothing strikes one as warranting any great anticipations for the 
future. 

Viladivostock—With regard to Vladivostock, Mr. Yamagata 
remarked that it has now become a fine port with a long jetty 
enabling vessels of 5,000 to 6,000 tons to come alongside without 
difficulty. Nevertheless, whether Viadivostock will become a more 


prosperous harbour than Port Arthur on the completion of the 
East China railways, is an open question. Even in winter the 
port is open, thanks to the ice-breakers. Last year the Volunteer 
fleet, together with German vessels, 31 in all, could safely enter 
the port. Vessels now undertaking the voyage from Nagasaki, with 
occasional calls at Fusan, are seven, but the number is to be in- 
creased to sixteen when the East China railway is completed. It 


is reported that three American ships with flour entered the port 
last year. 


| 
| 
| 
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VICTORIA. 


According to a communication received at the Board of Trade from 
Gold Output the office of the Agent-General for Victoria, the 
pry yield of gold in that colony during the first 
abee noes, eight months of the current year amounted to 

‘ 509,265 ounces. 


QUEENSLAND. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade, from 

the office of the Agent-General for Queensland, 

— a stating that the gold output of that colony for 
ugust, * the month of August last, was 69,200 ounces. 


BARBADOS. 


In the report of the Colonial Secretary of Barbados, recently issued, 

. it is stated that manjak or glance pitch is a bitumi- 

how nous substance which appears to be of increasing 

value, inasmuch as, while in 1899 only 1,026 tons 

were exported, valued at 4,617/., i.¢., averaging 41. 10s. per ton, in 

1898 1,160 tons were exported, valued at only 2,3201., i.e., averaging 
21. per ton. 

It is a pity that this substance cannot be obtained in greater 
quantity. It is constantly found, but rarely in sufficient quantity 
to justify a heavy expenditure. The veins, sometimes broad and 
promising remarkably well, suddenly fail and pinch out, having to 
be picked up again at much cost of dead work. 


GERMANY. 


The United States Consul-General at Frankfort sends the following 
Alcohol Plough dated 27th July last:—‘On 25th July 
ain the motor factory of Oberursel, near Frankfort, 

Locom exhibited in the presence of a number of experts 
its new alcohol plough locomobiles. The plough locomobile is a 
20 horse-power one, and confidence is expressed by competent 
judges that alcohol, which can be procured everywhere and at a low 
cost, can in some cases be substituted for coal. The alcohol plough 
is said to have performed its work fully as well as a steam plough 
operated simultaneously. The problem of using alcohol for power 
purposes has been solved by the motor factory in evaporating 
denaturized alcohol of 90°. The construction and operation 
of the motor is the same as that of a gas motor. The machine uses 
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about a pint of alcohol an hour for one horse-power. It is claimed 
that the operating expense is 25 per cent. lower than that of steam 
ploughs.” 


FRANCE—NEW CALEDONIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Chargé d’Affaires at Paris, enclosing an extract 
Nickel Industry. from the ‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 
2nd ult., on the nickel industry. This extract 
states that the principal deposits of nickel ore are found on French 
soil in New Caledonia. In both quantity and quality the nickel of 
that colony is superior to the impure nickel of Canada. It is said 
that about 120,000 tons of nickel ore are extracted every year in 
New Caledonia. These 120,000 tons represent a value of 800,0001., 
they are extracted by two large companies, with a united capital 
of 1,200,000/., and by several other companies. These figures 
show that the nickel industry in New Caledonia is being actively 
worked. It is, however, capable of being largely extended, but 
even as it is, it constitutes an important element of wealth. 

It is said that the industrial condition of the inhabitants of 
New Caledonia is such that they are actually obliged to leave the 
best profits of the industry to the English. Moreover, in con- 
sequence of the high price of the coal used, which comes from 
Australia, it is necessary to extract the ore and then sell it. It 
can be neither smelted nor refined, as the net cost would exceed the 
profits. The extracted ore is sold, not to Frenchmen, as they are 
without the necessary tools for the treatment of nickel ore, but to 
Englishmen. ‘The latter buy the ore and transport it to the blast 
furnaces at Glasgow where it is smelted. The nickel is then 
forwarded in pigs to the refining works at Havre, and from there 
the metal is distributed in France. 

If the foregoing operations are analysed, the result is that nickel 
ore extracted from French soil is forced to benefit foreign industry 
and commerce, viz., in (1) carriage of the ore from New Caledonia 
to Glasgow, (2) profits of smelting, (3) carriage from Glasgow to 
Havre. 


| 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


A writer in the “Indian Textile Journal” for August last is of 
Indian Silk opinion that sericulture and the manufacture of 
Ind silk textiles are not such entirely hopeless 
may. matters in India as they are sometimes assumed 
to be. Last year the value of the silk exports from India was no 
less than Rs. 61,51,606. This was exclusive of chasam and 
cocoons, which accounted for an additional sum of Rs. 8,34,500; 
while re-exports of raw silk were valued at Rs. 1,71,913, and silk 
manufactures sent out of the country were valued at Rs. 4,64,791. 
Indeed, the Indian silk trade, taken altogether, manifested a very 
considerable expansion over that of the two years immediately 
preceding. It is certain now that if India is ever to possess a 
really big silk industry again, she must call modern methods to 
her aid, and manufacture on modern lines. Apart, however, from 
the question of manufacture, the production of the raw material— 
or sericulture—opens up possibilities which, judging from some 
experiments now being carried on at Bangalore, are of a thoroughly 
hopeful nature. 


RUSSIA. 
A memorandum dated 4th inst. has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at St. Peters- 
— mene burg, who states that, with a view to encouraging 
way: - the development of the flax and hemp industry 
and enabling Russian manufactured goods of these materials to 
compete successfully in foreign markets, by a recent decision of 
the Council of the Empire the exporters of Russian flax and hemp 
goods will henceforward receive repayment of the Customs duty 
levied on the materials and machinery employed in the production 


. of such goods, on the following scale : 


On yarn, unbleached thread and cord, 30 copecks per poud, and 
when bleached, 70 copecks per poud. On unbleached tissues, 75 
copecks per poud, and when bleached R.I. 15 copecks per poud ; 
and on dyed yarn and tissues, as also on tissues woven in various 


_ colours and printed R.I. 40 copecks per poud. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Berlin reports that various opinions prevail 
as to the present situation and future prospects of 
Gufed Yorn the carded yarn industry. The following is an 


any, extract from the annual report of the Commer- 
cial Chamber at Lennep:—“ The entire carded yarn industry 
remained in its previous depressed condition. A convention, which 
had for its purpose the revival of this decaying industry failed for 
the second time, and unless favoured by some change in fashion, 
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of which at present there seems no prospect, nothing remains but 
to wait, and the probability is that the trade will gradually 
die out.” 

The Chamber evidently attaches no importance to the sudden 
revival of the trade which took place in the last months of 1899 ; 
adhering to their previously expressed opinion that the weaving 
industry will do as it has done hitherto, and provide its own 
spinning mills. Should this be done to a great extent, there is 
still less prospect of any remunerative work for the carded yarn 
spindles. Many spinning mills, at present furnished with old- 
fashioned machines, are waiting before providing themselves with 
new machines, so that if the worst comes to the worst they can give 
up spinning altogether. 

It must be confessed that this pessimistic view is nearly general 
in the trade, but it is thought by many that the existing carded 
yarn spinning mills can do a remunerative trade, particularly 
when it is considered that they have decreased in number, and 
that with an increasing population there must be an increased 
demand, and this in spite of the weavers having their own spinning 
mills. This latter view is strengthened by the fact, that since the 
autumn of 1899 every carded yarn spinning mill has been fully 
employed. This was probably owing to the fact that between 
May and October a large number of spindles ceased working 
altogether. As long, then, as no increase takes place in the number 
of spindles, there is every hope that those at present working may 
do so anyhow without loss. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,523.) 


ZANZIBAR. 


H.M. Consul-General at Zanzibar, in his recent report to the 
Forei Foreign Office, says that it will be of interest to 

Com sialon i note what has been the experience of merchants 
the tn Good during the year 1899, with regard to the trade 
Tr nm in piece-goods, which stands above all others in 

" magnitude. ‘lhe grey cloth or sheeting known 

as Americani, an important article under this heading, can be 
bought locally much cheaper than by direct importation, owing to 
the large quantities held in Zanzibar, and to an over-stocked 
market in the Benadir ports, through the failure of the rains, and 
the consequent famine in that territory, whilst prices have risen 
fully 25 per cent. in the United Kingdom. Over 2,000 bales are 
reported to be lying at the Benadir ports. A very large trade 
continues in the printed cotton handkerchiefs worn by native 
women, and known as “kangas.” The cost of printing these 
articles in Manchester is very great compared with those printed 
by the Dutch system. ‘They are printed in Manchester on 
large copper rollers, which are, of course, not to be obtained 
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in the first place by any means as cheaply as the wooden blocks 
used for the purpose in Holland. Owing to the initial expense, 
British manufacturers require such large numbers to be taken 
of each separate design that they become a drug in the 
market. Manchester printers require an amount of about 12 bales 
(value from, say, 250/. to 275/.) of one design in kangas, whereas 
Dutch printers require only two bales of the same pattern. In 
spite of this advantage, and though in former years the bulk of 
kangas imported were of Dutch manufacture, yet in the past year 
fairly large quantities have arrived from Manchester, and patterns 
designed in Zanzibar have been approved in England and preferred 
to those which were block-printed in Holland on account of their 
being clearer and better. 

One of the German firms in Zanzibar imported certain kisutus* 
of one kind of Dutch printing some months since, and the demand 
was so great for this particular article that 20 cloths of it realised 
22 rs. (the probable cost to the importer being 12 rs. to 12 rs. 12 a.), 
as compared with the amount realised by the Manchester printed 
article of about 12 rs. to 13 rs. 8 a. for the same number.f 
Before leaving the subject of these articles it may be men- 
tioned that the native is greatly taken with any bright and 
striking device, and clearness in the printing of these cloths or 
handkerchiefs is a matter of great importance. In the year 1896 
a fanciful picture of the bombardment of the palace had a good 
sale along the coast, and the native is much taken with devices of 
bicycles, flags, &c. 

Supplies of white shirtings and mulls, &., continue to be im- 
ported from Manchester, and there is a steady demand for these 
articles, which come from England alone. A fair trade takes 
place in indigo dyed cottons known as blue or black “ kaniki,” the 
bulk of which comes from Manchester and India. It is found as 
regards undershirts, that whereas in previous years they have been 
imported from Manchester and Germany, those made in Barcelona 
are now most in favour, for the latter, while not inferior in quality, 
can be obtained at a lower price. A very large trade took place 
throughout the year in woven cloths (or kongurus) of red, black, 
and white check patterns, but the attention of merchants appears 
now to be diverted from these articles. The greater part of the 
trade in fez caps (of Austrian manufacture) is in the hands of the 
German firms, and a regular and steady business is done in the 
woven loin cloths with coloured borders, known as “ kikoi,” which 
come chiefly from Manchester, while the very fine hand-made 
qualities with silk borders continue to be imported in small 
quantities from Muscat. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,520.) 


* A special design of kangas. 
7 Samples of the English and Dutch prints which were forwarded by the 
Consul-General with his report have been sent to the Association of the Chambers 
of Commerce, 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 15th inst., were as 


follow :— 
Barley ... 258. 4d. 


For further particulars see P. 724, 


A statement is published on p. 725, showing the quantities of 

;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 24) ended the 15th inst.; as well as of the 


imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of the 28th ult. 

eo publishes an interesting table showing the 

Rates of Acri. current market rates (wholesale) of agricultural 

uatiteeas Sentionn produce in various parts of the colony, on the 
25th ult. 

Wheat was valued at prices varying from 8s. 6d. per 100 Ibs. at 
Dordrecht to 17s. 6d. per 100 lbs. at East London. Barley fetched 
7s. 6d. per 100 lbs. at Mossel Bay and 14s. 6d. per 100 Ibs. at 
Beaufort West. A bag of potatoes cost only 8s. at Burghersdorp, 
but 18s. at Cape Town, 25s. at Beaufort West, and 3Us. at East 
London. Fresh butter varied from 1s. 4d. to 3s. 3d. per lb. ; mutton 
from 5d. to 10d. per lb. ; cattle for slaughter fetched 15/. at Graaff- 
Reinet and 21/. 10s. at East London, and as much as 25/. each at 
Pietermaritzburg in Natal. Tobacco (Boer roll) varied from 64d. 
to 3s. per lb, All agricultural produce at East London was rauch 
higher in price than elsewhere. 
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ITALY. 


The production of rice in Italy during each of the last four years, 
Production of according to the French “ Journal Officiel ” of 
Rice in 1899. the 10th inst., was as follows :— 


Year. Production, 

Hectolitres.* 


* Hectolitre = 2°751 bushels. 


The results of the last crop show an increase of 430,000 hecto- 
litres over the normal average crop (6,220,000 hectolitres), and of 
470,000 hectolitres over that of the preceding year. This pleasing 
result is attributed to the extremely favourable weather which 
prevailed during the different periods of the growth and maturing 
of the plant. 

The total area under rice cultivation in 1899 was slightly less 
than that in 1898. It has, however, been extended in the provinces 
of Novare, Milan, and Pavie, doubtless because of the remunerative 
prices obtained last year. 

It must be observed, however, that in Piedmont the cultivation 
of rice has a marked tendency to limit itself, owing probably to 
the well-known dangers to public health attending its culture. 


GREECE. 


According to the French “Journal Officiel” of the 10th inst., the crop 
, - of dried raisins, now limited almost entirely to 
mee me Messina and Laconia, will this year be = ee 
Crp in * 14,000 tons. The quality in general is mediocre, 
but the price has never been so high. Numerous purchases are 
made every day by merchants from Patras, who have all sent repre- 
sentatives to Calamata. The raisins are all despatched, partly by 
rail and partly by sea, to Patras, from whence they are sent 
principally to England and America. 
The crop of dried figs will, it is said, be very abundant this year, 
and will be of the best quality. 
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MEXICO. 


The following particulars relating to the Mexican Coffee Crop 

ff of 1899 have been received at the Foreign 
yy Office, through H.M. Consul at Mexico City. 

Coffee Crop of Mexico in 1899. 


State. Quantity. Value. 
Kilogrammes. Dols. 

Chiapas ... ove 697,782 304,410 
Colima ... was vie “a 228,098 108,200 
Mexico ... ae 65,674 28,622 
Morelos ... one 158,535 72,712 
Puebla ... ant 628,567 212,931 
San Luis Potosi “ 331,377 103,900 
Tabasco ... vas © 112,922 34,120 
Veracruz ine ‘ 4,662,432 1,985,726 

Total 8,333,319 3,436,039 


Note.—Mexican silver dollar = 2s. 1 kilogramme equals 2-204 lbs. avoirdupois. 


| 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The state of employment during August continued to show a 


slight tendency to decline in many important 

State of the industries, though on the whole employment at 
Labour Market 8 

“ the end of the month still remained generally 
in August. 

In the 138 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 534,331, 15,971 (or 3:0 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of August, compared with 2:7 per cent. in 
July, and with 2°3 per cent. in the 123 unions with a membership 
of 502,439 from which returns were received for August, 1899. 

The above statement is based on 2,460 returns made to the 
Board of Trade, viz: 1,721 from employers, 615 from trade unions, 
and 124 from other sources. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 13th inst., was 
Cotton Statistics. 12,138, and the number imported during the 
37 weeks ended the 13th inst., was 1,966,598. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 13th 
inst., 7,130 bales, and for the 37 weeks, 255,191. 
For further details see p. 723. 


LAGOS. 


The following tables showing the values of the imports into, and 

‘ exports from, the Colony of Lagos for the six 

eon tie pl months ending 30th June, 1900, as compared 

rietamnins * with the corresponding period of 1899, are 

compiled from statistics published in the “ Lagos Weekly Record” 
of 4th ult. :— 


Imports. 
Six months ending 30th June. 
Articles. 
1899. 1900. 
£ 
Other articles ... 180,735 157,517 
415,514 390,436 
Ee 81,975 49,300 
Total imports 497,489 439,736 


| 
| 
| 
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Exports. 


Six months ending 30th June. 
1899. 1900. 
£ £ 

Palm oil ons 97,291 127,202 
Other articles ... ode 74,019 95,451 
Total exports £ 458,728 444,897 


NATAL. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette” of 5rd July last publishes the 

ing by His Excellency the 

der the ' . 
br site _ “Under and by virtue of the powers vested 
Dentenin Aalt* in me by Section 15 of the Animals Diseases 
1894 ? Act, 1894 (No. 38), I, the Governor in Council, 
, do hereby proclaim and make known that, in 
terms of the said Section, the following regulations have been 
made for carrying out the purposes of the said Act— 

“1, The principal veterinary surgeon-or any officer of his 
Department acting under his instructions is empowered to prohibit 
any cargo or portion of cargo, or any article of whatever nature, 
which there are reasonable grounds for considering of a nature 
likely to produce any contagious or infectious disease amongst 
animals of the Colony, from being landed at the port or introduced 
by any inland border, 

«2. No animals shall be allowed to land from any vessel until 
after veterinary inspection by the officer appointed for that 
purpose. 

“3. Any contravention of these regulations shall render the 
person or persons so contravening liable to a penalty not exceeding 
in any one case 50/., with the alternative of imprisonment, with or 
without hard labour, until the payment of the fine, such imprison- 
ment, however, not to exceed the term of three months.” 


| 
| 
| 
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BELGIUM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch, dated 22nd ult., from H.M. Chargé 


se oe t d’Affaires at Brussels, stating that the con- 
Antwerp. struction of a naval dockyard will be commenced 


on 25th August. It will cover about sixty- 
seven acres of land, and will rival in extent most, if not all, other 
similar establishments in Europe. 

The land is said to have cost 140,0001., and it is estimated that 
the buildings, &c., will cost about 240,0001., while it is stated that 
about 1,600 workmen will be employed in these dockyards. 

A further despatch, dated 23rd ult., has been received, which 
states that the Norddeutscher Lloyd, other large Hamburg ship- 
building companies, and the Directors of the Vulcan Naval Dock- 
yards are interested in this undertaking, as well as Antwerp 
Capitalists. 

Among the Belgians interested are mentioned Monsieur 
Beernaert, Minister of State, and Lieutenant-Colonel Thys, who 
has played such a considerable réle in the development of the 
Congo. 


The “ Congo Belge” of the 2nd inst. states that the company 
for the above naval construction works has been constituted at 
Antwerp under the title of the “ Vulcain Belge.” ‘The share 
capital is 160,000/., consisting of 8,000 shares of 20l. each. 
At Bremen, persons interested have subscribed 20 per cent., 
or 32,0001. The capital may be increased to 280,000l. at the 
option of the Board of Directors. Besides this there will be 
11,625 dividend shares without an assigned value. If the 
directors make use of the power granted them to increase the 
share capital to 280,000. by the issue of new shares, they can 
create conjointly new dividend shaves, the number of which, 
however, must not exceed 14,625. These dividend shares must 
not be sold before the Ist July, 1903 ; they will remain up to that 
date deposited in the coffers of the company to the account of their 
owners. 

Shareholders will receive one dividend share for every two 
shares held. The remaining dividend shares will be assigned to 
various persons for plans and assistance rendered. 

The objects of the company comprise the installation of a 
dockyard, built according to the latest improvements, for con- 
structing and repairing ships, including a large dry or floating 
dock at Hoboken, and the re-opening of several repairing work- 
shops in the town near to the docks. 

There will be no public issue, all the shares having been 


subscribed. 


| 
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GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Berlin states that the Solingen —— 
-_ of Commerce has reported to the Prussian Trade 
Minister an on the part of certain 
* German firms to introduce into the Uuited 
Kingdom German goods (table knives) with the mark “ Warranted 
Sheffield,” the plan being rendered possible by shipping the goods 
to some foreign harbour. Fortunately the fraud was discovered, 
and the Solingen Chamber rendered every possible assistance to 
the English solicitors employed in the detection of the delinquents. 
The Solingen manufacturers were found guilty and sentenced to 
pay a heavy fine. (oreign Office, Annual Series, 2,523.) 


The United States Consul-General, at Berlin, announces that an 
icant International Exhibition of fire-preventing and 
Exhibition of extinguishing apparatus, methods, and ap- 

Fire-extinguish- pliances, will be held at Berlin during the 
a t months of June and July, 1901. 
mé “\pparatus. The Exhibition will be divided into six 

groups as follows :— 

1. Organisation of bodies of firemen, and apparatus for brigades 
and for salvage. 

2. Relief organisation, assistance to the injured, &c. 

3. Watering and cleaning streets. . 

4, Preventive measures. 

5. Organisations for the benefit of firemen. 

6. Subjects of instruction and special works. 

Rewards will consist of diplomas and medals. Applications for 
admission must be addressed, before the 1st October, 1900, to 
‘““M. Emil Jacob, directeur gérant, 41, Lindenstrasse, Berlin (tele- 
graphic address, Feurrettung, Berlin). 


FRANCE—EAST AFRICA. 


The ‘Journal Officiel” of the 12th inst., publishes a Presidential 
—_ Decree regulating the Customs service of the 
= — ps territory known as the French Somali coast. 
The above may be seen by those interested at 
ial Intelli Branch of th 
Semel Const. e Commercial intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., 

any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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FRANCE—DAHOMEY. 


The following table, published in the ‘“ Depéche Coloniale” of 
5th inst., showing the revenue of the French 
Revenue Returns. Colony of Dahomey, for each of the years 1890- 
1899 is interesting, as indicating the progress 
of the country during the last ten years :— 


Years. Revenue. 


The 108,000/. for the year 1899 was made up as follows:—In- 
direct taxation (i.c., consumption taxes, anchorage dues, &c.), 
93,000/., native tax (impédt indigen) 8,0001., other sources of 
revenue, 7,000/. 


FRENCH GUINEA. 


The Administration of French Guinea has just published a report 

+ . on the general situation of the Colony in 1899. 

According to the Politique Coloniale” of 

P 1lth imst., this document shows that the 

prosperity of French Guinea since 1890, thanks to a capable and 
prudent management, gives a happy augury for the future. 

The amount of the receipts in 1890 was 14,700/., or 2,200/. less 
than theexpenses. Since 1891 the recei pts have increased continuaily, 
being in 1898 17,000/. in excess of expenses, and in 1899 12,600/. 
The total excess of receipts over expenditure from 1891 to 1899 
inclusive amounted to 38,5001. 

The commerce of the colony naturally followed the progress 
shown by the Budget receipts. In 1891 the total value of the 
trade (imports and exports was 336,000/., and in 1899 it reached 
the sum of 996,000. 

Of the total, France supplies only one-fifth of the imports 
and takes one-eighth of the exports. On this point the report 
runs as follows :-— 

“ As regards exports, we only wish for the creation of a market 
for caoutchouc in a French port. Up till now only those manu- 
facturers who have works in the metropolis send their products to 


| 
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our ports. Traders who tried to sell their caoutchouc at Bordeaux 
or at Havre met with such distrust and with such exorbitant 
claims from the brokers that they gave up sending to those ports. 

“The difficulties raised by the action of the French dealers are 
all the more unjustifiable, as our products sent to Liverpool, 
Hamburg, or Antwerp are offered for sale in lots in which the bad 
qualities are mixed and bought by French manufacturers, who, 
owing to expenses of handling and of transport, pay far more 
than the price that would have contented the exporters from 
Guinea. 

“The sending of caoutchouc from Guinea to foreign countries 
deprives our shipping companies of a remunerative freight, but 
this is partly their own fault. French ships ask a higher price 
than English ships, are not so careful of their cargo as the 
Germans, and, always being in a hurry to sail, hasten the loading 
of the vessel and show at the least delay such bad temper that 
foreigners abstain from having dealings with them.” 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The United States Government has received a report from Mr. 
Spanish Co Herdliska, American Secretary of Legation at 
panish vommer- Vienna, dated 27th July, 1900, to the effect 
Get Kasam. & that, according to Viennese newspapers, Spain 
Vieune, is about to establish a commercial museum in 
that city for the display of Spanish wares. The Spanish Consul 
will act as director. The object of the exhibit is to bring about 
an increase in exports to Austria, and foster trade relations with 
that country. 


UNITED STATES. 
The following in the United 

, is tates during the year ended 30th June, 1900, 
have been at the Board of Trade from 

egre the United States Bureau of Navigation :— 

“ Complete official returns for the fiscal year ended 30th June, 
1900, show that 1,446 vessels of 395,168 gross tons were built and 
documented in the United States. Since 1856 this record has 
been exceeded only twice, in 1864 when 415,740 gross tons were 
built, and in 1874 when 432,725 gross tons were built. 

“ The construction may be classed according to the following 
types. Schooners, schooner barges, and sloops 499, of 109,605 
gross tons; great lake steam vessels 25, of 97,847 gross tons; 
canal boats and barges 523, of 74,860 gross tons; ocean screw 
steamships 20, of 60,369 gross tons (of which all but one, the 
*‘ Maracaibo,’ 1,771 gross tons, were built wholly or principally 
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for trades reserved by law to American vessels); river steamers 
375, of 44,282 gross tons; square rigged vessels 4, of 6,205 
gross tons. 

“The steam vessels built, 420 of 202,498 gross tons, surpass 
the record, the nearest approach being 1891, when 488 steam 
vessels of 185,037 gross tons were built. 

“ The steel vessels built, 90 of 196,851 gross tons, exceed the 
previous record year, 1899, when 91 such vessels of 131,379 gross 
tons were built. Cleveland, Ohio, ranks easily first as builder of 
steel vessels, with nine steamships of 42,119 gross tons; followed 
by Newport News, seven steamships of 28,202 gross tons; 
Chicago, five vessels, 24,504 tons; Detroit, four steamships of 
15,693 tons. During the past decade the steel steam vessels built 
in the United States aggregate 465 of 742,850 gross tons, of 
which 198 of 450,089 gross tons were built on the Great Lakes. 
For comparison, it may be noted that the British Board of Trade 
reports that 727 steel steam vessels of 1,423,344 gross tons were 
built in the United Kingdom during 1899. During the 10 years, 
69 steel steam vessels of 194,080 gross tons were built at 
Cleveland, and 110 of 138,593 gross tons at Philadelphia. 

“The total tonnage built and documented on the Great Lakes 
during the year, 125 vessels of 130,611 gross tons, is the largest 
in the history of that region. The total for the Middle Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts, 605 vessels of 135,473 tons, exceeds any record 
since 1872. The total for the New England coast, 199 vessels of 
72,179 gross tons, has not been equalled since 1891, while the 
product of the Pacific Coast, 300 vessels of 40,396 tons, is 
surpassed only by the returns of 1898 and 1899. Construction on 
Mississippi River and tributaries, 217 vessels 14,509 tons, is 
9,000 less than 1899. The foregoing vessels do not cover yachts 
or Government vessels.” 


The “Iron Age” (New York) of 30th ult. om: that at na 
: session of the New York State Legislature there 

gees nt otra was passed an act amending the Penal Code, by 
P a ell inserting therein a new section relating to the 
use of assumed names in business. This Act 

became a Law on the 23rd March last, and was 
to come into force lst September, 1900. The question has arisen 
whether firms using a title which has not been incorporated, but 
who also use a firm name on their sign and business stationery, 
are compelled to conform to these requirements. The opinion 
is given by two prominent corporation law firms in New York, 
that while there is some ambiguity about the Act, it will be safer 
and easier to comply with the Law, especially as the County Clerk’s 
fee is nominal, and there should be but a slight charge for pre- 


in Business. 
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paring the simple necessary papers. We give herewith the text 
of the Law as certified by the Secretary of State. 

Section 1.—The penal code is hereby amended by inserting 
therein a new section to be known as Section 363 b, and to read 
as follows :— 

Section 363 b.—1. No person or persons shall hereafter carry on 
or conduct or transact business in this State under any assumed 
name or under any designation, name or style corporate or other- 
wise, other than the real name or names of the individual or in- 
dividuals conducting or transacting such business, unless such 
person or persons shall file in the office of the clerk of the county 
or counties in which such person or persons conduct, or transact, 
or intend to conduct or transact such business, a certificate setting 
forth the name under which such business is, or is to be, conducted 
or transacted, and the true or real full name or names of the person 
or persons conducting or transacting the same, with the post office 
address or addresses of said person or persons. Said certificate 
shall be executed and duly acknowledged by the person or persons 
so conducting, or intending to conduct such business. 

2. Persons now conducting such business under an assumed 
name, or under any such designation referred to in subdivision 1, 
shall file such certificate as hereinbefore prescribed within 30 days 
after this act shall take effect, and persons hereafter conducting or 
transacting said business as aforesaid shall, before commencing 
said business, file such certificate in the manner hereinbefore 
prescribed. 

3. The several county clerks of this State shall keep an alpha- 
betical index of all persons filing certificates, provided for therein 
and for the indexing and filing of such certificates they shall 
receive a fee of 25 cents. A copy of such certificate duly certified 
to by the county clerk in whose office the same shall be filed, shall 
be presumptive evidence in all courts of law in this State of the 
facts herein contained. 

4, This Act shall in no way affect or apply to any corporation 
duly organised under the laws of this State, or to any corporation 
organised under the laws of any other State and lawfully doing 
business in this State, nor shall this Act be deemed or construed 
to prevent the lawful use of a partnership, name or designation, 
provided that such partnership, name or designation shall include 
the true or real name of at least one of such persons transacting 
such business. 

5. Any-person or persons carrying on, conducting or transacting 
business as aforesaid, who shall fail to comply with the provisions 
of this Act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Section 2.—This Act shall take effect on Ist September, 1900. 
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TURKEY. 


According to the “ Revue dOrient” of 1st inst., the general 
Customs Administration has just published the 
Trade in 1896-97. figures relating to the foreign commerce of 
Turkey during the financial year 1312, z.¢., from 
lst March, 1896, to 28th February, 1897. The following tables 
show the value of the imports and exports and also the countries 
of origin and destination :— : 


Imports. 

Increase + 

or Decrease — 
Countries, 1896-97, as compared with 
¥895-96. 

| Piastres*, Piastres*. 
England ... re | 856,773,884 + 115,213,650 
Austria-Hungary ... ae 420,299,082 — 16,798,445 
France ... one 210,093,959 — 27,171,402 
Roumania ... Dee 67,553,917 + 6,298,667 
ae 67,267,667 — 20,460,597 
Belgium ... 49,357,167 — 10,105,485 
Germany ... 20,914,263 — 2,579,612 
Holland ... iis 17,504,111 + 1,287,973 
Other countries ... 18,702,595 + 1,045,424 
Total Piastres 2,135,970,631 + 78,403,687 
19,224,000 706,000 

* 100 Piastres = 18s. 
Exports 

Increase -+ 

. | or Decrease — 
Countries. | 1896-97. as compared with 

1895-96. 

Piastres. Piastres. 
England ... <i 631,315,888 — 8,195,556 
France 460,664,556 + 64,957,223 
Austria-Hungary ... wie 149,677,776 — 41,226,113 
Holland ... bed 37,461,777 — 14,291,667 
Greece... 32,930,222 + 4,517,111 
United States ace ose 28,922,110 — 63607,223 
Germany ... beat 26,964,443 — 14,633,001 
Belgium ... 22,903,444 + 13,261,111 
Roumania ... 22,093,444 + 2,075,889 
Other countries ... ae ane hat 7,790,580 — 4,399,180 
if Piastres! 1,542,845,794 — 10,716,740 


{ at 
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_ The export duties in 1896-97 amounted to 14,178,953 piastres, 
being a decrease of 39,464 piastres as compared with the preceding 
year, 

The import duties reached the sum of 156,079,516 piastres, being 
an increase of 5,632,272 piastres over the preceding year. 

The total of the Customs duties received during the year 
1896-97 was about 192,156,213 piastres. The above totals 
{156,079,516 and 14,178,953 piastres) only refer to products 
imported and exported. To this must be added the duties 
collected on goods carried by sea between the various parts of the 
Empire, and also certain other Customs duties such as the ardié, 
&c., which are not included in this return, and which carry the 
general total of Customs revenue to a larger sum. 

The following shows the quantity of tobacco imported from 
foreign countries, which is not included in the above return. 


Piastres. 
Havana Cigars... 9,346,833 pieces ... 633,795°64 
Tobacco... 6,077 kilogs ... 39,618°75 
Total ... 880,238°74 


According to information furnished by the Direction of the 
Tobacco Regie of the Ottoman Empire, tobacco in leaf exported 
from Turkey not shown in the above table was— 

10,101,833 kilogs to foreign countries. 
4,718,447  ,, to other parts of the Empire. 


14,820,280 kilogrammes. 


Owing to the exemption granted by the Government, the follow- 
ing are not included in the above :— 

Import of arms and other munitions of war from foreign 
countries, articles addressed to the Ambassadors and Consuls, 
those destined for the use of schools and religious establishments, 
as well as agricultural and industrial implements, and materials 
for railways, quays, ports and buildings. 


MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office, copy of 


despatch dated 21st ult. from H.M. Legation 
at Mexico City, commenting on the returns of 
the Mexican import and export trade for the 


Trade in 
1899-1900. 


whole fiscal year 1899-1900. The despatch states that the returns 
under both these heads continue to show a good increase in value 
compared with the figures for the previous fiscal year. 

The value of imports into Mexico during the above-mentioned 
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period is given at 12,260,9831., which, compared with 10,173,8382., 
the figures for the preceding fiscal year, shows an increase of 
2,0871495]. 

The value of the Mexican exports during the same period was 
15,818,449]. as against 14,845,383/. in the year, or an 
increase of 973, 0661. 

The following tables show in detail the mana: by products, of 
the imports and exports for the fiscal year 1899-1900, compared 
with those of 1898-99. 


cabanas 1899-1900. | 1898-1899. 
Imports :— 
Animal products ... 871,207 710,222 
Mineral products... ose 3,309,490 2,456,882 
Textile manufactures... 1,985,673 1,921,178 
Chemicals and drugs _.... 490,006 415,680 
Paper and its products ... 425,326 365,832 
Arms and explosives 343,115 246,334 
Total ose 12,260,983 10,173,838 
Exports :— 

ineral products ... 8,500,495 8,625,785 
Vegetable products «| 5,088,573 4,037,166 
Animal products ... axe 1,060,777 920,518 
Manufactures... pits 281,981 261,577 
Miscellaneous... 67,466 2,773 

Increase on account of difference between ‘value of 

gold exported, calculated in above table at 

$675A08, per — and value of 
gold exported ... a 819,157 997,569 
Total ose 15,818,449 14,845,383 


Note.—The value of the £ sterling has been taken in the above calculations as 
equal to 10 Mexican dollars. 


The value of the imports from the United States in 1899-1900 
amounted to 6,204,027/., as against 4,832,9371. in 1898-1899 ; 
from Great Britain (and Colonies) 2,095,902/., as against 
1,918,559/.; from France (and Colonies) 1 350, 803i., as against 
1,184,058/.; and from Germany, 1,335, 6791. in 1899-1900, as 
against 1,135,5851. in 1898-1899. 

As regards exports, the value of the products exported to the 
United States in 1899-1900 was 11,609,8461., as against 
10,355,3491. in 1898-99, and to Great Britain (and Colonies) 
1, 260, 4921,, as against 1 410,0731 
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VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of despatch from H.M. Legation at 
Caracas, enclosing translation of a Decree 
respecting the coinage of two million bolivares 
in silver which the mint at Paris will undertake 
on behalf of the Venezuelan Government. 

The Decree is as follows :— 

Article 1—Twwo million bolivares (B. 2,000,000) in silver money 
of the pattern weight, alloy and other qualities, laid down by the 
Law of 9th July, 1891, shall be coined at the mint of Paris. 

Article 2—The amount of each denomination of coin to be 
struck shall be as follows :— 

B. 900,000 (nine hundred thousand bolivares) in pieces of B. 5, 
of 900-thousandths of alloy, and 23 grams of weight. 

B. 350,000 (three hundred and fifty thousand bolivares) in 
pieces of B. 2, of 835-thousandths of alloy, and 10 grams of 
weight. 

B. 350,000, (three hundred and fifty thousand bolivares) in pieces 
of B. 1 of 835-thousandths of alloy and 5 grams of weight. 

B. 300,000, (three hundred thousand bolivares) in pieces of 
B. 0°50 of 835-thousandths of alloy, and two grams and fifty 
hundredths of a gram of weight; and B. 100,000, (one hundred 
thousand bolivares) in pieces of B. 0°25 of 835-thousandths of 
alloy, and one gram and twenty-five hundredths of a gram of 
weight. 

Article 3.—The circulation of these coins shall be obligatory for 
private individuals, in the proportion which is laid down in the 
case of silver by the single sub-clause of Article 17 of the Law of 
9th July, 1891, respecting the national currency, and the penalty 
for refusal to accept these coins as legal tender shall be that imposed 
by the 28rd Article of the same Law. 

Article 4.—Notice shall be given by the Ministry of Finance of 
the Custom houses of the Republic, through which the money in 
question, when coined, shall be imported. 

Article 5.—The Minister of Finance is entrusted with the 
execution of this Decree, and with the duty of communicating the 
same to whom it may concern, 


Coinage of 
Venezuelan Silver 
Money in Paris. 


ARGENTINA. 


An extract from the trade returns for Argentina for the first half 
of the current year, has been published in the 

Trade in 1900.  ‘“ Review of the River Plate” for the 11th ult. 
The imports were 56,527,693 dols. gold, and 

the exports 94,099,151 dols., a decrease of 925,249 dols. in the 
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value of imports, and an increase of 5,048, 389 dols. in that of 
exports. 

The trade with the different countries was as in the following 
table :— 


Imports into | Exports from 
Countries of Origin and Destination. 
Dols.* Dols.* 

Germany hen ree boo 8,019,795 13,703,887 
West Indies... wos eos 12,162 166,573 
Bolivia ... obs 53,844 389,682 
Chile... ose ose one bes 79,241 421,796 
Spain... ose ove 1,887,683 1,072,447 
United States ... wos ole ose bed 5,653,894 3,626,480 
France ... ase 5,838,197 12,550,390 
Paraguay one = 812,492 36,11} 
United Kingdom dial 19,807,951 11,963,596 


* Argentine dollar (gold) = 4s. 


UNITED KINGDOM—URUGUVAY. 


A despatch, dated 4th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from HM. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Bal to Co Montevideo, enclosing copy of a note notify- 
acne bal ing the accession of the Colony of Bahamas 

the Convention between the United 
United Kingdom Kingdom and Uruguay of the 15th July, 


and U y. 1899. 


JAPAN. 


According to the “ Japan Weekly Mail” of 11th ult., a scheme is 
on foot to establish a large sugar refinery in 
Tainan, Formosa, with a capital of 500,000 yen. 
It is said that the institution is to receive a 
subsidy of 12,000 yen, for the present, from the Formosa Govern- 
ment Office, and 200,000 yen of the capital is to be called up 
during this year. Next year the subsidy will be increased to 
30,000 yen, or 6 per cent. of the capital. 


Sugar Refinery in 
Formosa. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 37 Weeks ended 13th September, 1900. 


| 
Week | 37 Weeks 
ended } ended 
13th Sep- | 13th Sep- 
tember, 1900. | tember, 1900. 


| 


Imports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
| 
Brazilian eco eco see ove ose 999 106.625 
3,342 | 46,210 
12,138 | 1,996,598 
EXPports. 
( Bales.) 
| No. 
7,130 | 255,191 
| 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
15th September, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


anae Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. e 4. 
Wheat eee eve ee ee 53,334 2 28 4 
Barley ove eve ows 20,789 6 25 4 
Oats ... one ove ove 18,684 1 | | 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Corre- 
nding 


eek in 


Wheat. | Barley. | Oats, | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats, 


Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. se. da, 
1896 e| 55,500 2 40,972 
1897 eve] 75,213 5 24,948 


7 | 13,643 5 24 0 24 8 14 6 

0 | 13387 3 

1898 e-.| 58,838 0 | 27,879 7 | 13674 6 25 7 26 10 16 10 
1 7 6 


1899 80,281 33,143 19,291 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of bariey, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 


Sept. 20, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 725 


Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
15th September, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
15th Sept., ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 2 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... ss. Number 7,717 10,988 
Sheep and lambs... ese 1,881 |! 3,990 
meat :— 
Beef eee eve eee ove ove Cwts, 99,299 86,720 
Pork oes ooo ose 12,302 12,502 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
oe ooo ooo ooo Cwts, 133,382 129,701 
Pork ose ” 5.905 7,090 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 9 8,546 6,391 
Meat,preserved, otherwise than bysalting ” 21,608 12,637 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter... Cwts, 59,217 66,110 
CSE ove 5, 74,083 
Milk, condensed 14,290 17,572 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk ... eos 9 BL 
Poultry and game ... ois eco ove Value £ 1,640 2,629 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts. 30,077 7 625 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— : 
Wheat-meal and flour ... ooo 473,400 458,500 
Barley... ose ” 420,100 441,400 
22,5 
Maize or Indian co’ a ” 1,267,600 975,200 
Apricots and peaches* ... 1900. 66 
Bananas* ... ove ooo ove Bunches, 23,941 
Cwts. Bushels. 
Grapes... ese || watered by the 30,058 65,876 
ranges eee eee | 1900. 4 1,195 
11,876 55,840 
Strawberries* ... | = 
Unenumerated ... ooo ‘sa 21,574 58,544 
egetables, raw :— 
185,977 16,272 
on eco one Cwts. 30,492 
‘omatoesf ... eve eee eee 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 9.171 33 988 


"These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance §}d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 52, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs.” 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th inst. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in August: the 
Price of Bread: the Taff Vale Railway Dispute: Irish Migratory 
Agricultural Labourers in 1900: the Trade Unions Congress and 
Wages and Earnings of Agricultural Labourers: besides reports 
on Labour in the Colonies and Abroad. employment in the 
principal trades and districts, and Statistical Tables of Changes in 
Wages, Strikes, Accidents, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Government Laboratory. Report of the Principal Chemist for the 
Year ended 31st March, 1900. [Cd. 348.] Price 23d. 

This is the report on the work of the Government Laboratory 
for the year ended 31st March last. The work of the Laboratory 
for the Customs embraces the determination of the dutiable value 
of samples of imported wines, spirits and beers, the examination 
of samples of tobacco for the amount of moisture they contain, the 
chemical and microscopical examination of samples of tea imported, 
the investigation of imported drugs, patent medicines and toilet 
requisites for spirit, &. On behalf of the Inland Revenue 


~ 
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Government Publications. 


authorities samples of beer and wort, tobacco and snuff, naphtha, 
&c., are examined, and hydrometers, saccharometers and ther- 
mometers verified for Revenue uses. The Laboratory in the year 
under review also investigated for the Board of Agriculture 
samples of imported food stuffs under the Food and Drugs Act of 
1899, for the Board of Trade samples of lime and lemon juice 
submitted for approval for use in the merchant navy, &c., and 
various other samples for different Government Departments, as 
well as samples referred by Magistrates to the Government Labora- 
tory for the determination of adulteration under the Foods and 
Drugs Acts, In all 68,285 analyses and examinations were made 
at the Principal Laboratory during the year under review, 15,196 
in the Excise Chemical Stations and 167,080 at the various 
Customs Laboratories. 


Mines and Quarries. General Report and Statistics for 1699. 
Part IT. Labour. (Cd. 375.] Price 1s. 4d. 

This return contains statistics as to persons employed in mines 
and quarries in the United Kingdom, and of mining accidents in 
1899. It also contains particulars and diagrams relating to the 
methods of preventing accidents in use in the Courriéres mines in 
France, where the number of fatal accidents has been reduced to a 
minimum, the rate of mortality being only one-fifth of that in this 
country. 


Forty-Third Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Inland Revenue. 
(Od. 347.|] Price 1s. 74d. 

This is the Report of the Inland Revenue Commissioners dealing 
with the year ended 31st March, 1900. It shows that during that 
period the gross receipt of Inland Revenue duties, &c., in the 
United Kingdom was 87,327,029/., from which must be deducted 
2,108,795/. for allowances, drawbacks and repayments, leaving a 
net receipt of 85,218,234/. Of this sum 75,452,840/. was appro- 
priated to the Exchequer, and 9,765,3941. to local taxation accounts. 
The Report contains detailed statistics as to the amounts raised 
under each head of taxation. 


Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1900. General Abstructs. 
[Cd. 339.] Price 14d. 

This Report shows the acreage under various crops, and the 
number and description of livestock in each county and province of 
Ireland in 1900. The area under cereal crops shows a decrease of 
24,630 acres as compared with 1899, and that under green crops 
a decrease of 3,170 acres; but the area under flax has increased by 
12,338 acres or 35°3 per cent. 


to 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) eos | 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies “ ove ooo 1d. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ose oe | = DBAS 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) .. oo] 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897- oe ese iene 1d. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) coe ove ove 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) pee ove ooo 1. 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) Lhd. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) oe | Bhd. 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) as oes coe 2d. 
2385 Servia (1898 and 1899)... ove ooo 
2384 Somali Coast . ose ooo ou 2hd. 
2386 Netherlands (1899) ove 13d, 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar ove 4d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) ove ld. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) . ove ose | 84d 
2391 Texas (1899) . ooo ose oe 2d. 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) eee ose is 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... cae as cot 
2394 | Charlestown and District (1899) 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) ose 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) oe se os 1d. 
2400 Germany (1899) 24d. 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1899). 24d. 
2402 | Bohemia (1899) 
2405 Palins (1899) 1d. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) eos 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899)... sen 24d. 
2409 Calais (1899) .. ose was 2d. 
2410 | Pireus (1899)... ld. 
2411 | Cyclades (1899) ld. 
2412 | Brest (1899) ... de ld. 
2413 Lombardy (1899) ld, 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) oso 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... ove 3d. 


Sept. 20, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 729 


Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


No. Place. | Price. 
} 

2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) 2d. 
2419 Samoa (1899)... eee ooo 1d. 
2421 | Ningpo (1899) at: 
2422 Rosario (1899 ese ase sas ose 2d. 
2423 New York (189 oe we | 24d. 
2424 | Batoum (1899) oul oo | 134. 
2425 Poland (1899) ove | 28d. 
2427 Beira (1899) ... eee 
2428 Bussorah (1899) eee eee ld. 
2431 Hamburg (1899) ove ove 
2432 Wuchow (1899) ove bos see | 
2433 Philadelphia (1899) ove see ove 
2134 Foochow (1899) see ld. 
2435 Nice and District (1899) soe os ld. 
2436 Philippine Islands ove 14d. 
2437 | Pakhoi (1899) 44d. 
2438 Genoa (1899) ooo ove sue 2d. 
2439 | Amsterdam (1899)... 


2440 Pondicherry (1899) _... soe 
2441 Beirut (1899) see “on 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899) . oe 

2443 Swatow (1899) ° 


2444 Yokohama (1899) seo 1}d. 
2446 | Dunkirk (1899) 
2447 Taganrog (1899) ose oo | 
2448 Switzerland (1899) _... 13d. 
2449 | Hangchow (1899) ad 
2450 Baden (1899) .. ane 
2451 Canary Islands (1899) se | 
2452 Java (1899) _... lid. 
2456 Bengazi (1899) ne bee seb 1d. 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... ose 1d. 
2459 Baghdad (1899) ose mic 
2460 Barcelona (1899) oes ove ooo |. 
2461 Goa (1899) __... ove 4d. 
2463 Honduras (1899) ose ad 1d. 
2465 Porto Rico (1899) ows ose 
2467 Samshui (1899) ove ose 1d. 


| 
. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


No | Place. | Price. 
2469 | Chinkiang (1899) 1d. 
2474 Sardinia (1899) sos | 
2475 |. Rio de Janeiro (1899) . = woot] 
2476 | Boston (1899)... “ ood) 
2480 | Buenos Ayres(1899)... ove | 2d. 
248t Chile (1899) ... | 8d. 
2482. Greece (Finances in 1900) oe | 
2483 | Austria-Hungary (1899) 2Qd. 
2484 | Frankfort-on-Main (1899) ond | 3d, 
2486 | Roumania (1899) site | 
2489 | Bavaria (1899) on she | 
2450 | Gothenburg (1899) sod wat | 
2491 Bruneiand Sarawak (1899) | 
2492 | Hawaiian Islands (1899) 
2493 Bulgaria (1899) ia | 
2494 Martinique (1899) | Id. 
2495 | Chinde (1899)... wis | 1d. 
2496 | Lecce (1899) . | 1 
2497 | Central Africa Protectorate (1899) bibs we 
2498 | Society Islands (1899)... 
2499 | Newchwang (1899) | Id, 
2500 Kiukiang (1899) | ld. 
2501  Kiungchow (1899) ose | ld. 
2502 | Amoy (i899) . | 
2504 | Switzerland (Textiles in 1898) ove | 
2506 | San Francisco (1898) ... bee ooo | 
2507 | Northerr. Portugal (1899) és 13d. 
2508 | Inhambani (1899) 43d, 
2509 | Port Said and Suez (1849) 1d. 
2510 Portland (Oregon) (1399) see 3d 
2511 | Corea (1899) . 2d. 
2512 | Canton (189) ose ld 
2513 | Madagascar (1899)... ooo! 6d, 
2514 | Dutch and French Guiana (1899), ose | 
2515 Belgium (1899) ove 2d. 
2516 Dantzig, Konigsberg and Memel 1899) 2d. 
2517 Madeira (1899) 3d. 
2518 Chiengmai (1899) ‘ 1d. 
2519 Rome (1899) ood 13d. 
2520 Zanzibar (159Y) ose ld. 
2521 Fiume (1899) .. ea ooo! 
2522 Odessa and District (1894) obs 
2523 Germany (1899) 2hd, 
2524 South Italy (1899) Supplementary | 2d. 
2525 North Formosa (1899) .. 1d. 


. 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 

519 Belgiwm.—Flax Industry of Courtrai_... 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies... 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ...| 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... eve ove 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d. 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 

of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,” 

&e., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 
526 United States. —Shippiog and Shipbuilding on the American 

Lakes 2d, 
527 Tripoli. —Agriculture, Horticulture, a and other Natural Re- 

sources of Tripoli... 2d. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 

ending June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia. — Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 

Black Sea... 1d, 
530 Brazil.—Report on the State of Amazonas ast 23d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 

dustry in Hungary ... 14d. 
532 United States—Mining Industry of Colorado‘ des ld. 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway... 34d. 
534 Beilgium.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries ... pads 4d. 
535 Germany.—Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899 3d. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail Steams rs 

to South Africa ... ld. 
537 United States.—Cattle Trade i in Kansas 4d. 

Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 

Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and "the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg es the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse aamenets 
of 3lst May, 1865... ove 

International Sanitary Convention 


— 


732 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept. 20, 1900. 


Government Publications. 


Treaty Series—continued. 


Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 4d. 

8 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and £ 

the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 

tions relating to Samoa... ... $4. 

9 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 

San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 

Criminals ... 1d. 

10 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 

the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 

of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration be 4d. * 

11 Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 3 

lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two ‘ 

countries... ane. ike one id. 

12 Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention j 


signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
13 International Convention respecting the Liquor traffic in 
Africa ld. 
14 Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 
the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras woo} Be. 
15 Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay ... 3d, 
16 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam . 4d. 
17 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property 4d, 
18 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the British Colonies of and the Straits 
Settlements... ‘ 1d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


No, 


Jamaica 
284 Lagos eee ore eee oe 
285 Seychelles... eve sont 
286 Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands... woe | 
287 Straits Settlements... ove mt 
288 Basutoland ... oon ove ose 
289 Niger Coast Protectorate ove | 254, 
292 British New Guinea... 
294 Barbados vee ose | 


! 
No. | Price. 
Annual. 
P| | Place. | Price. 


a 
» 
a= 


